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OCCURRENCE OF INTERCALARY MONTH DURING
CHINESE IMPERIAL POST PERIOD, 1897—-1911

An intercalary month is an extra month in the lunar leap year,usually inserted
between the second and eighth lunar month and it occurred in an irregular pattern:
once every three years, twice every five years and seven times every nineteen
years. The twenty four important Jie(77) and Qi () in the lunar year had been
faithfully followed throughout the ages by Chinese farmers in their agricultural
maneuvers were based on the solar calendar whilst festivals and rituals had
been performed according to specified dates of the lunar calendar and if the
intercalary month is not inserted at suitable intervals, the Chinese New Year
may fall on a summer day and vice versa the hottest day may fall on the twelfth
month. Suffice it to say that the intercalary month is a calculated adjustment to
allow the Chinese populace follow the traditions based the lunar calendar whilst
observing the direction of the Jie and Qi based on the solar calendar.

The Chinese Imperial Post experienced the first intercalary third month in 1898
followed by the intercalary eighth month in 1900, intercalary fifth month in 1903,
intercalary fourth month in 1906, intercalary second month in 1909 and intercalary
sixth month in 1911. The purpose of this article is to study whether the Dollar
Chops, used by a vast range of Treaty Ports of China, had recorded the entire
range of 29 days in the intercalary third month of 1898. The result is shown on
pages 88 and 89 when 24 post offices successfully achieved this target even though
there was no contribution from Lungchow, Pakhoi, Paoting (not yet opened) and
Woosung.

By the time the intercalary eighth month occurred in 1900, Peking and China
were in a state of great turmoil when the Allied Forces had entered Peking
following the event of Boxer movement earlier the same year. Peking and Tientsin
Post Offices had been damaged and postal services discontinued and chaos persisted
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until Peking Post Office resumed services on January 1 1901 followed by Tientsin
Post Office on March 1 1901. A postal stationery card, shown in page 90 from
Tientsin dated October 13 00 recorded the 22nd day of the intercalary eighth
month because no cancelations at that time adopted lunar year dates, and the post
offices which are known to have continued using Dollar chops, such as Soochow,
Paoting, Wenchow and Foochow did not have any known record of intercalary eighth
month of 1900.

The story is different when the intercalary fifth month of 1903 occurred,
Paoting and Woosung exhibited examples of intercalary month Dollar chops even
though there was no response from Foochow and Soochow. At that time a vast range
of sub—offices had opened for business and the “nameplate” cancels, the “sun and
moon” daters and thick circle Japanese type Chinese language dater used only in
Shantung Province all had inscription as to the intercalary fifth month and these
are also arranged as an appendix in this article at pages 94 to 95 inclusive.

The intercalary months of 1906, 1909 and 1911 will be the subject of another
article which studies different methods of their expression in lunar year daters
commonly used from 1904 to 1911. The author is pretty confident that the entire
range of the intercalary months in these three years will be recorded mostly on
covers or cards, a small portion only will require the help of postmarks on loose
stamps or pieces.

After all why are the intercalary month cancels so attractive, well, perhaps
beauty lies in the eyes of the beholder ?
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RS %% P.O. Name RS Type T1# Page ERE&FR P.O. Name S Type TU# Page
1.E17 Amoy I 68 15.% £ Pagoda Anch'ge I 79
H 2.7 M Canton I 69 16.4t % Peking | 80, 81
3.8 & Chefoo I\ 70 17. £ # Shanghai Il 82
B | 4.#T Chinkiang I 71 18.7 7 Shasi I 83
jE | 5. % Chungking I 71 19.7% N Soochow I 83
H | 6.4 M Foochow il 72, 77 20.30 3% Swatow il 84, 85
K | 7.4 Foochow | 72 21. Kk Taku I 85
8.7 & Hankow I 73, 74 22.K# Tientsin I 86
B |9ms Ichang 1 74, 75 23.38% M Wenchow I 86
= 10./LiL Kiukiang Il 75, 76 24.% % Wuhu I 87
Sl | 113 Kiungchow | 76 FM . PR iR R T 18984 [E Al A B
12.7 % Nanking I 77 B B,
Intercalary Month Dollar Chop of 1898
13.4F /£ Newchwang 1 7 had not been recorded from Lungchow, Pakhoi,
14.9 3% Ningpo [0 78 Paoting & Woosong.
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—Nord, France (15 8 03)

— 2 # Mouscron, Belgium (18 AOUT 03)
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Type, Color, Early /Late-Use, and Variation in Gregorian and Lunar Calendars
of Dollar Daters (1)

aracteristic No.iat Inverted Inverted
No. Froig Type Color Early Late O e b Intercalary 3rd month|Intercalary 5th month
[ N O T
2 |Peking 2 |BiBrBI e el kg (01 LT RtE
3 | Tientsin 2 |Bk, Br, Bl 1890 1 LN Jedr as U e
N P S R e
5 | Paoting 1 [E B R | O A e "Interealary 5th month®
& | Chefan 90 e o the g
T Jomegirs | 1 [ [ 1] 58 e
8 |Ichang 1 |Bk Br 0971 1899 1808 1899 o iﬁj}iﬁi&ﬁ"e
o | [ [ b
o |+ [ [ B 02
11 |Kiukiang 1 |Bk,Br 1897) 1899 1807,1898 | 1898 it e el
T N N T TR
T RN RN e
i oumieg |+ s |2
o [t | 3 e | ] e e
16 |Shanghai 4l e S8 1899 |1897,1898 | 1898,1899 li‘;‘;’cif:l‘vygjgng‘:th
vy |1 [ [ 1]
i mgor |3 s | ] i
T3 N N R nrnE
o Twecior | 1 o | 151 % el
21 | Foochow G i Thlcxid ;xrl[f‘:}e.l:calzai:yh3r&v:;;ththe
o [rom e | 1+ [ | 05 e,
23 | Amoy 2 |Bk, Br 18971 18%9 1 1897,1808  |1898,1899 ll};‘;ijj‘:gge:;“fl‘:th
s [+ [ [ 2L
o+ [mn | o] 0 e
o e | o fon |55 8 e
27 | Pakhoi 2 | Bk, Br o e L 18981902+ | Mo Inteeslary manth
o gt | 3 v | 1] 2 b
e | we,
30 | Mengtze 1 Not issued
31 |Szemao 1 Not issued
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1 |4 3 ABEH=ZFR "THZ, FH HRFRF, Fo
2 (b= 19034 A 3, AF AEHE S HAFR TFy, o
» 4 ; EHwWETE | TR FrHéE HEF=ZAH0
§E SEP#4 T3EP ; & T00, F& Y rﬂJrﬁﬁo r
: 3 AEUEFR THE, Fho THE,) B8 THwW, F>
4 k(# r99J—4f-1$}m1ﬁr98Jﬁf-fﬁ‘ riﬂJﬁﬁ""‘—_—JE"
5 1% % T01, 34 10, 54+ 025 % TOCT, » 1900 | &g+ ~ A~ HAFR THF4r) AR5, TH,
% T A=F&*dq> 02, "3, Al2, "3, % |&K "B, ,5F-
6 |1® &
Y AGH=FRB"H,F HEFRHE, F > HWFS
Atza#d "+w, 8-
8 | & ABHWFE+—_A+—BHME =+, 8-
9 |
0% o 97923 T4, 'TA , BMEEERK 97| AEH=Fx  CRAHRM F, TA, 2554 +WEAZAHA
& SEP 23 | HE# T4, B8 HEFEARTERA AT TR -
11 (AT ABYEFRHE ) FHRETF, F
12 | % # :
13 | & 98.2.18 18, #1 & & " 81 AEHWFER THE ) F o
5 3 = %g'u';—"ﬁ'm"‘f’\#'ﬁr’?’J?"&@#—’ErEJ$’
14 |41z 1902.7.10& T 10 ; # WANERTA, Fo HEER HEE, -
15 | & M
i6 | - b 1897.7.20 " 20 , #| ESEP##44 T3EP ; AR | AU WF EARM TE, F THw, A » 4w - HE2FH
FeEP, " 1898 F1A11BHME "1, 8 [HRTEF K", F-
2 5 ABHYOFRTF T HAFR"HE ) FH HEF=
il P e ARgR TAG, R TE A -
18 | 4w M ABHYWOFELrAH=Z0E "0, Fe
19 | ¥ % ro7, FwelE AEHZFR A, F o oHEFR"E, - TA, RF-
20 N4 ‘).'_] %Q%W#—kﬂ?ﬂwﬂ'ﬁfﬁ'r%JﬁﬁrﬁJH"'lf.i#‘
T WA FH e
RS HZFBE T B HE B HA B
21 |4 M w03, ~ Tod, 56 REHBETHF X TA,FoMH= - HwFHAL T
FloE% REAA "2, ~» "X, AT
2 [& 2 ¥ B T97, FHr AU EFR THE ) Fo
AREH)] AEHEER T—F  BFATE-
94 | 58 kv w - HEFETE XA, FoHEERM TH
g o FeokH=F TR, » "o, Férah -
25 | &M ABEHEFETHE ) Fore
26 |38 M
27 |3t %
28 |He M |1899F1 A 18 » A4y TJAN j ik T JUN,
29 |/
0 | R A
3 | & F
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Type, Color, Early /Late-Use, and Variation in Gregorian and Lunar Calendars
of Dollar Daters (2)

No.

cteristic
Office nal

Special variations in Gregorian
calendar

Special variation in lunar date

Missing "23" in the 23rd year of Emperor Kuang Hsu, Missing "year" in the 24th

L e year of Emperor Kuang Hsu
2 | Peking "3" instead of "1903" Missing "year" in the 25th and 29th years of Emperor Kuang Hsu
3 | Tienta "3EP" instead of "SEP" Missing | Interchanged "year" and "month" in the 24th year, Missing "year" and "month” in
year "00" the 26th day, the 3rd month, and the 25th year of Emperor Kuang Hsu
4 T "98" instead of "99" Missing "25" in the 25th year, "24" instead of "25" in the 25th year, "12" instead of
"first" :
"01" instead of "10", Missing "OCT" | ,,. . W .. e
5 | Paoting in 1002, 3 digits /let’ters e Mnssnlr'ng" year” in t|l'1e 2:‘7th, 28th, and 29th years of Emperor Kuang Hsu, Missing
"1900", "2" and "3" for "02" and "03" | Y27 ipoithi\ o0y
6 | Chefoo
7 | Chondben Missing "year" in the 23rd year, Missing "25" in the 25th year, "14" instead of "15"
gring in the 15th day, the 6th month, and the 24th year of Emperor Kuang Hsu
8 |1 The "20th "day instead of "12" in the 12th day, the 12 month, and the 24th year of
g Emperor Kuang Hsu
9 |Shasi :
Interchanged "year" and "month” in the 6th and 7th month of the 23rd year of Emperor
10 | Hankow "97 SEP 23" instead of "23 SEP 97" | Kuang Hsu, The "29th" date instead of "28th" in the 28th day, the intercalary 3rd month,
and the 24th year, "The first month" represents "The first month and the 25th year”
11 | Kiukiang Missing "25" and "year" in the 25th year of Emperor Kuang Hsu
12 | Wuhu
13 | Nankin "81" instead of "18" in 98.2.18 Missing "year" in the 24th year of Emperor Kuang Hsu
g g Yy ! BS g
Missing "year" in the 23rd, 24th and 28th years of Emperor Kuang Hsu, Missing
14 | Chinkiang | Missing "10" in 1902.7.10 "day" in the 24th year of Emperor Kuang Hsu, Missing "month" in the 28th year of
Emperor Kuang Hsu, Missing "25" in the 25th year of Emperor Kuang Hsu
15 | Soochow
: InV&l::( =l 2..0 " 1897'7."20 “315‘:'.13.. "The first year and the 24th month" error for "the first month and the 24th year,"
16 | Shanghai and " EEP" errors .for "SEP", "1" | 0 . f a4 g
instead of "11" on Jan. 11. 1898 Missing "year" or "day" in the 24th and 25th years of Emperor Kuang Hsu
Missing "year" in the 24th year of Emperor Kuang Hsu, Missing "25" in the 25th
17 | Woosung Missing year "98" year of Emperor Kuang Hsu, Using "month" for "year and month" after the 2nd
month and the 25th year of Emperor Kuang Hsu
18 | Hangchow gissing "day" in the 23rd day, the 7th month, and the 24th year of Emperor Kuang
su
- " Missing "month" in the 23rd year of Emperor Kuang Hsu, Missing "year" and
19 | Ningpo Inverted year "98 "month" in the 24th year of Emperor Kuang Hsu,
20 | Wench "6" instead of "7" in the 4th day, the 7th month, and the 24th year of Emperor
nenn Kuang Hsu, Missing "25" in the 25th year of Emperor Kuang Hsu
"22" instead of "23" in the 23rd year of Emperor Kuang Hsu, Missing "year" or
ol Foacha Missing vears "03" and "04" "month" in the 23rd, 25th, 26th, 28th and 29th years of Em;lzeror Kuang Hsu, Two
SINg'Y 21 row arrangement for the 33rd and 34th years, A 3 and " X J for Hsuan Tuny
and Republic eras.
22 K:%Egz Missing year "97" Missing "25" in the 25th year of Emperor Kuang Hsu
23 | Amoy "=% "for " & " in the 25th year of Emperor Kuang Hsu
Missing "year" or "month" in the 24th and 25th years of Emperor Kuang Hsu, "23"
24 | Swatow instead of "24" in the 24th year of Emperor Kuang Hsu, and transposition of "month"
and "day" in the 23rd year of Emperor Kuang Hsu.
25 | Canton Missing "25" in the 25th year of Emperor Kuang Hsu
26 | Kiungchow
27 | Pakhoi
28 | Lungchow | "JUN" instead of "JAN" in 1899.1.1
29 | Hokow
30 | Mengtze
31 |Szemao
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fiz: KB —NWZF=FEHAEABEH

BFEE/\A (1900£9824H=10H22H)

—NEZEY, NEREAR, RERIEFRMEHIEREXRA, BEILRMEI0IFIATR. X
EHET19019E381HEFF (POSTAL SECRECTARY'S CIRCULARS NOS. 38 &43) . KEZAI{EM 71899
FEBXRDRENE, NEAEBENABRARE, REGFTERAEAR, UT—H#1900F£10A158X
EEEERRIENE 5 LA REINENDEE1S5 OCT 00, ENARENAHZ, W&, FiEkE%EEH
LFEEME/N\ABE. RZMFB1900FEZHIAMKA, 1901FE3R1BEFF, HLHETREEFBLM
ERMAREMERS, AM10RA15BERE FEILENE—6], ERNXE/NEE, KREICHREFFE
J\H,

=g

‘A?‘” ‘ Wﬁ

25a5e525e5258505e5852505

331-:@ T e e e e e e e e Rl 9

ZINFEEFARA (190356 825HZF7H23H)

ZOIFEEAR (190356 A25HZF7A23H) A, StMBEFELERAXES, REM. FHM. X
WM. REFEMIMEHE, EFREMTHAFT-NOZEHRAKREEFY, siEXFH=A, &
KFEFHA.

BRXEHECHARN, EZHMHERANEEABENGHRREASNERA, RREZLHHESE, it
BREFNBHMAARSE, URLUFNEARRELZ NEBREE.,
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3
- e

A
=

W o8
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A EFFHR B
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—4FE (25JUL03)
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—Nord, France (158 03)
—2#%Mouscron, Belgium (18 AOUT 03)
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