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Unveiling the Mystery of Shanghai Bisected Circular Bilingual Dater
with Insertion of Horary Characters

The editing experience | had gathered whilst producing three books on my four regional collections of “Shantung
Province & Weihaiwei”, “The North East Provinces” and “Sinkiang & Fukien Provinces” is rather unique : cancellations
are like living things, observing natural laws of evolution, they appear as and when such need arises and they disappear soon
after they fail to perform the duty assigned to them.

Ever since the opening of the Imperial Shanghai Post Office in February 1897, the volume of mail items increased
steadily until in 1904, the number of export mail items reached 5,454,500, import mail items 5,666,800 and transit mail items
204,800, making a staggering total of 11,326,100. The daily handling of innumerable mail items calls for a system whereby
errors in receiving, dispatching, or transiting mail items can readily be traced, simply by looking at the dater, to the postal
staff or a particular sub-office or branch office responsible. This need was also present in the Imperial Post Offices of
Peking and Tientsin, but here the management technique took a different twist. Take Peking for an example, various branch
offices began to adopt oval bilingual daters as from January 1901, the differences in sizes, arrangement of date/month/year
or month/ date/year, or the positions of 6- or 8-pointed stars on both sides, serve to make each dater different from the
others. Hence by keeping a record of the particular dater used by a particular branch office, attribution of responsibility
could be achieved. Unlike the oval bilingual daters of the Imperial Post Office Kiaochow, the Peking oval bilingual daters
made of rubber soon showed signs of wear and tear, sometimes to such an extent that it became completely different from
the kept record, thus requiring a constant updating of records. As for Imperial Post Office Tientsin, it did not adopt oval
bilingual daters but used a vast number of nameplate type cancellations instead, and whilst sorting registered or international
mail items, the sorter was required to affix his assigned marking such as S4-F, SI-f; S3UH, SI5, SI2J% on the mail item as
confirmation of responsibility. Later on, this simple sorter markings became ineffective owing to movement of sorter staff
members and were soon replaced by a simpler type marking using sorter’s name. This primitive system gave a sense of
chaos and lack of system but it stood its ground, perhaps the trivial number of mistakes were tolerated so that the system,
chaotic by present day standards, was able to survive longer than it should.

In late April 1899, the Postal Administration Head Office handed down 25mm diameter bisected bilingual daters to
various district head offices and first class post offices for use as an international dater, replacing the “dollar daters” which
had been used since May 1897 and these were now required to be returned for destruction. The Chinese name was placed
in the top segment of this bisected bilingual circular dater, English name at upper part of the lower segment, followed
by date, month, year in two horizontal rows. Since the wording “Imperial Post Office” did not appear in this dater, the
whole family of circular bisected bilingual daters could still be used after the founding of Zhong Hua Min Guo (% [ [)
in 1912 through to late 1940”s. According to philatelic literature to date, the bisected circular bilingual dater was first used
in Shanghai on April 28 1899, the registered cover from Shanghai to Hankow illustrated in (fig.1) recorded the usage of this
Shanghai bisected dater on April 28 1899 canceling 10 stamps on cover back with Hankow dollar type arrival dater. On the
ensuing day April 29 1899, the Shanghai bisected dater began to perform the duty assigned to it, as an international dater
canceling the 4c stamp on a Sino-British combination post card to Austria (fig.2).

The mere fact that this Shanghai bisected dater having been used abundantly on a large volume of mail items to, from
and transit through Shanghai, making it the most commonly used dater of the entire Imperial Chinese Post period, had created
a misconception of commonness and lack of flair. But come to think of it, its long term existence was clear exemplification
of its efficacy to perform the duties assigned and required of it by the management staff of the post office.

In order to make a dater perform functions other than indicating the date, the dater itself must evolve, and in most
cases, a slight difference was enough to serve the purpose of demarcating responsibilities. The Shanghai bisected bilingual
dater was too small to put in additional characters or numerals, but as some collectors observed, a celestial stem occupied
the place reserved for the year (usually two Arabic numerals). Up to now, seven of the twelve horary characters had been
recorded in the Shanghai bisected dater, they are : J&(7Ta.m-9a.m.), E{9a.m-1la.m.), 7 (1la.m-Ip.m.), A(Ip.m-3p.m.), H(3p.
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m-5p.m.), BGp.m.~7p.m.) and FK(7p.m-9p.m.). Since time immemorial, the Chinese had used the 12 horary characters to
denote two-hour time slots as indicated in parenthesis. A quick glance through the 14 covers or cards in my collection and
one item from Mr. Lee Kam Wah's collection, four such horary characters appeared on nine covers or cards all dated 1904,
being J%, B\, AandH. The coincidental appearance of 4 covers all dated January 1904 seem to confirm that the inclusion
of horary characters to replace year numerals in Shanghai bisected daters first appeared in January 1904(fig. 3-5), followed
by “Fand PHin 1909 on the other six covers or cards. Only a used stamp recorded this JXdater, its usage date had to be
ascertained by the appearance of a related cover or card in the future. Perhaps one would be amazed how such a horary
character was used to replace the year which happened to be so important, however such worries proved superfluous because
the year can still be ascertained in all of the 15 covers and cards by noting other issuing, transit or arrival daters. Perhaps
the insertion of horary characters in lunar year daters of Peking to indicate branch offices might prompt people to think
that these horary characters perform the same function of indicating branch office numbers, but such a theory cannot be
substantiated simply because the first four horary characters¥, H, B, YI were missing from the Shanghai bisected dater.
It would make more reason to attribute these horary characters to denote two-hour time slots when the earliest Ji£ (7Ta.m.-
9a.m.) and latest &Y (5p.m.-7p.m.) corresponded perfectly well with the usual business hours of the post office during those
days as specified in AT B F (Regulations of the Chinese Imperial Postal Administration) with normal working hours
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and in case of arrival of ships carrying mail items to and from Shanghai, overtime might be necessary
and this accounted for the appearance and scarcity of J& (7p.m.-9p.m.) being such overtime working hours.

By arranging the 15 covers and cards in the sequence of the horary characters, a different picture appears, and the
daily routines of the Imperial Shanghai Post Office unveiled right before your eyes. At the early hour of J& (Ta.m.-9a.m.)
post office staff begin to sort out incoming or transit mail items, probably received during the late hours on the previous
day, when a 1904 cover from Kiasing to Kiaochow Customs (fig7) and another 1904 picture post card from Newchwang to
Germany (fig.9) both transited through Shanghai and received the bisected bilingual transit dater with inclusion of horary
character Ji<. During the next two hour period £\ (9a.m.-1la.m.), a registered cover to Paris (fig.11), postal stationery card
(fig.10) addressed to local receiver and a local cover addressed to the water supply company (fig.6) with one further incoming
cover from Nanzing (fig.3) recorded the Shanghai bisected bilingual dater with inclusion of l--it would seem that by that
time outward mail items had been collected from various branch offices and mail boxes and are ready for dispatch. The
dispatching function continued during the ensuing two-hour period “f~ (1la.m.-1p.m.) when the postal stationery card (fig.12)
sent to a local addressee was canceled by the bisected dater with inclusion of 4 After lunch during the time slot & (1p.
m.-3p.m.) fresh mail items arrived when an incoming cover from Daokow to Shanghai (fig.8) and two transit covers from
Soochow to Weihsien (fig.13) and Soochow to Kiaochow (fig.14) all received the bisected bilingual dater with inclusion of .
An incoming cover from Weihsien (fig.5) and an outgoing cover from Shanghai to Huangchow (fig.4) received the bisected
bilingual dater with inclusion of H! (3p.m-5p.m.) whilst bisected bilingual dater with inclusion of 4 (5p.m.-7p.m.) appears
on an incoming postal stationery card from Kiukiang (fig.15) and two incoming covers both from Hweichow (figs. 16-17).

[ was overwhelmed with joy to learn that the premeditated routines in the Imperial Shanghai Post Office are succinctly
confirmed by the above 15 items, but as I sit by the computer to write this article, an inexplicable question popped up : if the
bisected bilingual dater with inclusion of horary characters had indeed been used to indicate collecting or dispatching beats,
then they should appear in astronomical numbers instead of the mere dozen which [ can lay my hands on during the past
30 years. A few days of thinking ended nowhere until one afternoon I went to a bank to transfer funds from one account
to another and since the amount exceeded the prescribed limit, the bank ’s counter staff called out “override” on which a
senior staff approached the counter, looked at the intended transaction and finding it in order, she then took out her employee
identity card and swiped through the computer to authorize the transfer. At that moment the word “override” had left an
impression on my subconscious mind but since there were a few other things to attend that day, I didn’t pursue the matter
any further. A few days later on a leisurely morning, | retrieved my intention to study the meaning of “override” and
came to the conclusion that such a function is indispensable and convenient for operations on a vast and continued scale
since it does not jeopardize the smooth execution of daily routines. There and then I asked myself an impartial question:
a bank’s counter staff requires senior staff to authorize, approve or sometimes reject certain transactions, did the post
office staff in the Imperial Chinese Post period need similar approval, authorization or ratification from senior staff in case
irregularities occurred? This prompted me to visualize in detail the routines performed by postal staff at the post office,
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and above all, the sorting procedure. A number of large bags were present in the post office into which were sorted mail
items to various destinations and these items, once sorted into such bags could not be retrieved or transferred to another
bag by the postal clerks themselves, unless with authorization or ratification from the superior. The “overriding” function
was absolutely necessary there and then, but how was it carried out and under what circumstances ? Irregularities could
include overpayment or underpayment of postage, postage stamps dropped off, mail items not properly sealed such that
the contents might drop out, and sometimes the abnormally long transit time was also noted by the postal clerk who sorted
out such items requesting his superior to confirm that the delay was not attributable to his negligence, and the commonest
irregularity was error in sorting mail items into the wrong bag. The superior looks at all those irregularities, corrects them
as far as possible and authorizes the handling in normal procedure or in any specified form he may indicate and in so doing,
he applies the bisected bilingual dater with inclusion of horary character to indicate the exact time slot during which he
made such a decision. Come to think of it, the reason regarding the scarcity of such daters now comes to light, but still it
will be necessary to detect the irregularities on the 15 items exhibited here to see why the postal clerk required authorization
or ratification from his superior in the first instance.

(A) IRREGULARITIES IN SORTING

Fig.8 Chinese cover to Shanghai franked on front CIP lc canceled Daokow nameplate type cancellation, transit
through Weihwei with nameplate type marking, bisected bilingual daters of Peking (FEB 28 1904) and Shanghai (MAR 6 Ji)
all on reverse.

Observation: This cover should have taken an inland route south to Shanghai but it was missent north to Peking
before redirection to Shanghai. Postal clerk thought that the recipient might complain against the delay so he requested his
superior, in this case the duty officer who applied the bisected bilingual dater with inclusion of i€ to note the irregularity.

Fig.9 Picture post card from Newchwang to Germany franked with CIP 1¢X3 and 1/2¢X2 all canceled Newchwang
bisected bilingual dater 8 MAR 04, transit through Shanghai receiving two types of bisected bilingual daters with inclusion
of J£ and 15 respectively, subsequently handled by French Post Office Shanghai (21 MAR 04) with Augsburg arrival dater
(22 APR 04).

Observation: The final destination “Germany” was written at the top of the card whilst “via Shanghai” appeared
conspicuously at the lower left corner and the sorting staff thought it was a card addressed to Shanghai. When the mistake
was identified, a bisected bilingual dater with inclusion of ik was applied by the duty officer and the card was returned to
the bag joining mails destined for Germany.

Fig.6 Shanghai local cover franked on front CIP lc canceled Shanghai lunar year dater of 1904, bisected bilingual
dater with inclusion of &\ appears on cover front.

Observation: The cover was addressed to “The Water Supply Company” and two such water supply companies
existed at that time, one in the British concession and the other in the French concession. Even though the cover was properly
addressed to the latter with the proper address “Lu Ka Wan, French concession” this item had been picked out for the
duty officer to ascertain the correct addressee.

Fig.10 4th issue postal stationery card used locally in Shanghai, the impressed stamp canceled by single circle three
segment type Shanghai lunar year dater with 3 different types of Shanghai transit and arrival daters, including the bisected
bilingual dater with inclusion of L.

Observation: The address written in English gave the misconception that this postal stationery card was intended
for international destination and hence underpaid by 3 cents. The duty officer during time slot E authorized the transfer
of this item into the local dispatch bag.

Fig.12 4th issue postal stationery card used locally in Shanghai, the impressed stamp canceled by Shanghai bisected
bilingual dater 13 DEC 4 alongside Shanghai lunar year dater, Shanghai Local Post dater and an unidentified circular dater
(firm chop?).

Observation: The text and address written in English had given the misconception that this card was intended
for international destination and the impressed stamp was not canceled to alert the duty officer of underpayment (by 3
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cents). The duty officer during time slot“F- (1la.m.-1p.m.) corrected this sorting mistake, canceled the impressed stamp and
transferred it to the local mail bag.

Fig.14 1904 Chinese cover franked on reverse CIP lc canceled Soochow bisected bilingual dater with originating
sub-office nameplate type marking in red, transit through Shanghai with bilingual bisected dater 5 FEB & and Kiaochow
arrival dater FEB 04.

Observation: The confusion in putting down the address had caused this item to be excluded from the mail bag
because the wording on cover front meant “speedy delivery to Kiaochow/Weihsien Post Office” and since Kiaochow and
Weihsien are not in close proximity, the sorting staff did not know how to sort this item into the appropriate mail bag, and
the duty officer during the time slot Z (Ip.m.-3p.m.) had to make such decision.

Fig.15 Fourth issue postal stationery card used from Kiukiang on June 1, 1909, the impressed stamp being canceled
with Kiukiang bisected bilingual dater alongside normal lunar year dater with 5 different types of Shanghai arrival daters
all with the same date of JUN 4 09.

Observation: This item was probably mixed among other mail items written in Chinese and originating from
Kiukiang. Upon arrival at Shanghai, it was sorted out and required the authorization of the duty officer during time slot 24
to switch to the dispatch section which comprised original staff members of the already defunct Shanghai Local Post, but
still using the double circle Shanghai Local Post dater.

Fig.16 1909 red band franked CIP 2c on cover back canceled Hweichowfu lunar year dater (8th month 24th day),
with originating nameplate type letter box marking in red below, Tatung transit lunar year dater Oth month 3rd day) and
Shanghai bisected bilingual arrival dater 18 OCT BY all on reverse.

Observation: The sorting clerk had noted an unusually long transit time (8 days) from Hweichowfu to Tatung, and
since the sender’s manuscript requested “extremely urgent”, this item was sorted out and presented to the duty officer
during time slot B§ who wrote “9th month 4rd day A1 (3p.m-5p.m.)” to ascertain the actual time of arrival at Shanghai
post office.

Fig.17 1910 Chinese cover to the same addressee as fig.16 franked on reverse CIP 2c¢ canceled Hweichowfu lunar year
dater 4th month 2st day) with originating nameplate type marking in red on reverse. Tatung lunar year transit dater (@th
month 29th day) appears on cover front and Shanghai bisected bilingual arrival dater 9 JUN &Y on reverse.

Observation: The story is repeated here, this time being an unusually long transit time (10 days) from Hweichowfu
to Tatung and since the sender’s manuscript on cover back requested “speedy delivery without delay”, he thought it
advisable to bring this item to the attention of the duty officer during time slot B who wrote down in manuscript “5th
month 3rd dayH! (3p.m.-5p.m.)” and applied the bisected bilingual dater with inclusion of time slot 7 (5p.m.~7p.m.) to
confirm his noting of the abnormal transit time.

(B) IRREGULARITIES IN POSTAGE

Fig.7 1904 Chinese cover to Kiaochow franked on front CIP 1/2¢ x 2 and on reverse 1/2c x 6 all canceled Kiasing
oval bilingual dater FEB 24 1904, with Shanghai transit bisected bilingual dater 26 FEB Ji& and Kiaochow arrival dater 1
MAR 04 all on reverse.

Observation: The applicable domestic postage was 1 cent and the registration fee 5 cents. The cover was overpaid
by 3 cents if treated as domestic item or underpaid 2 cents if treated as a registered item. The duty officer during time slot
Ji< (Tam-9a.m,) chose the former and authorized its handling as a normal domestic item.

Fig.3 Chinese cover franked on front CIP 3c canceled bilingual oval Nanzing dater JAN 4 04 with originating nameplate
type handstamp at lower left, upon arrival at Shanghai it received the bisected dater with inclusion of E..

Observation: For domestic mail item posted in January 1904, 1 cent postage would suffice, and since this item was
franked with a 3 cent stamp, it had been sorted out to invite the attention of the duty officer during time slotE.

Fig.11 1910 registered Chinese cover franked on front CIP 10c, 3¢, 4c, 2¢, Ic and 1/2¢ x 2 all canceled Shanghai
bisected bilingual dater 12 MAY B with horizontal English type registration marking on cover front, 2 different Shanghai
transit daters on reverse, cover was subsequently handled by French Post Office Shanghai 14-5 10 with Paris arrival dater
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30-5 10 on cover back.

Observation: The postage represented by the stamps amounted to 23 cents whilst the required postage for an
international registered item under 20 grams was 20 cents. If the cover weighed less than 20 grams, then it was overpaid
by 3 cents but if it exceeded 20 grams, it was underpaid by 3 cents. Either way, the postage was incorrect and the duty
officer during time slot X (9a.m.-11a.m.) canceled the stamps apparently authorizing its delivery as a normal international
registered item.

Fig.13 1904 Chinese cover to Weihsien, franked on reverse CIP 1/2c x 3 all canceled blue Soochow dollar dater 4 FEB
04 with originating sub-office nameplate type marking in red alongside, Shanghai transit bisected bilingual dater 5 FEB <
and Kiaochow arrival dater all on reverse.

Observation: The correct postage for domestic mail item under 20 grams was 1 cent, hence this cover was overpaid
by 1/2c and even though the excessive 1/2c had been canceled at Soochow, the postal clerk at Shanghai still sorted this item
out and brought it to the attention of the duty officer during time slot 7 (Ip.m.-3p.m.).

Fig.5 1904 Chinese cover franked on front CIP lc canceled Weihsien oval bilingual dater JAN 12 1904, red sub-office
nameplate type marking, Kiaochow transit dater 13 JAN 04 and Shanghai bisected bilingual arrival dater 16 JANH all on

reverse.

Observation: The famous “5th tariff ” became effective on April 8 1902 when the 4 cents letter rate to and from
Hong Kong/Macau was applicable. Weihaiwei was included in the 5Sth tariff area on April 1, 1904 but it was still uncertain
when this tariff began to be applicable to Tsingtao. For a sorting clerk in those days who rarely had the opportunity to
travel, same postage rates should be applicable to Kiaochow and Tsingtao which are in close proximity. Perhaps this item
was purposely sorted out because of overweight or because the 5th tariff had already been effective to Tsingtao, and the
misconception that Kiaochow and Tsingtao should pay the same rate of postage was brought to the attention of the duty
officer, who in due course applied the bisected bilingual dater with inclusion of time slot H1 (3p.m.-5p.m.) and the letter was
delivered as an ordinary domestic mail item.

(C) TO CLARIFY DOUBTS OF DIFFERENT NATURE

Fig. 4 1904 Chinese cover franked on front CIP lc canceled Shanghai bisected bilingual dater 13 JAN H1 (3p.m.-
5p.m.)” with Kiukiang transit dater 19 JAN 04 and Huangchow oval bilingual arrival dater JAN 23 1904 all on reverse.

Obsesrvation: This cover was probably overweight (exceeding 20 grams) with the lc stamp initially not canceled and
the cover was sorted out for the attention of the duty officer. Since only the street name of the sender was written on cover
front, it would be time consuming to locate the sender to collect additional postage, and the duty officer for time slot
used the bisected bilingual dater to cancel the lc stamp thus authorizing its delivery as a normal item of under 20 grams.

The random sampling consisting of 14 items from my own collection is by no means an adequate information base
and in view of this, | had conversation with several collector friends in Hong Kong to see if they have similar items in their
collections. Mr. Lee Kam Wah produced item No. 15 which is a 1900 postal stationery card from Hankow to Sweden (fig.18)
uprated by affixing CIP lc x 2 and canceled Hankow bisected bilingual dater. I noticed that manuscript “HANKOW ”
appeared twice across the two stamps, as if informing the subsequent post offices that Hankow post office was aware of
the underpayment of lc postage but it did not intend to treat it as a postage due item. Such a message got across, and the
Shanghai transit post office and the French Post Office Shanghai both obligingly treated it as a fully paid international post
card. This item serves to show that in the face of irregularities, decision had to be made and the message got across one
way or the other, and this 1900 Hankow item is a delightful example of ingenuity. Perhaps the Imperial Shanghai Post Office
decided to assign this correction and/or authorization and/or ratification procedure to its duty officer in order to streamline
daily routines and the inclusion of horary character to replace year numerals was a necessary evolution of the dater to
perform duties more important than identifying the date.

13



Appendix 2 2

’ ! 1 11

EFTRI12E295 THE B BRAY A A R, HEUER A SREL 7 FI: 19026746, K
FERMBEARESEE. 84K, ZEGEH). 2E. ZEPREEGHEE “ BB ", LHKH
WA ETAFE LT FEREHT . ERBERTERSERERYE, EEXNFNBEAX N EEERKH
B s Rk RO L R R D kiR, REISOTHEILAN, EETHEEELER, A THN
N RGBT R A THE, REPFATTHBHEERE RN L SR ETIEEI93F6AH 5, %
W T B AT PR AL, 2610fE Z(GE )M AL, T AAR H 4, 4505 F W E 3 X SHANG-
HAI LOCAL POSTH %, % 5AEImIH, % 7190448 A ¥ wKE, H 41611 4% 5 N Figay X
S AL TR 4 2K IE AR A B9 STl F, DAk BRAE T RUB L TN T AV AS AR R AR . L R E T A
AT A I 2% 5 &[5 B9 B R 2B T L {3 18 W B 3 CSHANGHAI LOCAL POST H & X 1~ i& H J
ERH R H B EL, LBAEHERITYHIE A XY 0 RO E L kMR, F9 8 BRI
TERESERS mETHEA LR EANIENE BM RN N12E295 X4 5845 H % T F16{1{F £
(B RWEI18(r? VRR A IR T THPIEI 6y k4, 3B 5o 36 8] B Bk ey I8 2R AT, £ T &d0 B it
B EBINEI M EE T km L& REGETENER, ZERLN“BREL AL,

1ZNFHEEFER, BETEIMEGSE2EH, EHFAFATHEAR? KAV EFRZ
W71 T &0 )E RIE, MiZAEAT T HB— LB AT RTFHREELOWE, BTTRIZENSEY
H BT GHANT R A E S, H R4 LM F R T AT H0 A1 6 515 2 49 B % T 18 fodk 26 0f ¢F 15 2| 8y 3
o

LA, EERARSEEMRELEASF, TP E LS AR S R A # X,
H B9 A2 R B TR E (AL F)An B KF BRI (B R & B I B BE B 1 E DU R A, E—8y K E—
KEPR R B RFNMETE N RF IR R A RF TR, EXFGEE, THEER
175l %45 CFr At 3 8 3 CSHANGHAI LOCAL POSTH B, #f4 T1E 115247 B B I < F 42T
VE ok 8 T RE M

frT AL Fw i 115 ARy A E 112 5 LIEBE, WULFF & CO.7£ 19044 218 %7 77 Z2 48 T3 A1k &
400 B R ER(AZ), REXMNEARALY, WREREGAGERFTALEPE, THKN
1T, 1% k45 Z 82 DEC 21 1904 14[E % POST MASTER SHANGHAI (b8 % 5 K)H &%, 1T
WERTBF H o XIS EHMR T IR 491 B By T % 5 8 5 R 5% A o0+ fk o

R RN AR R R CIZN S FYERELTHEEEN? FREL AN TF. HMNE
18994F K& — ki K F Fébm T HE—MEER ENEEA, FEFEEIZATET, @EHRE L
FEw TR B EEREE AR AMEEcE LEEERS AT LN —HEES, BL
By K E KRR BB E B, 19054 g4k B A N AL B 69G Hattori & Co./A 3], X HMAE, #h i T %
& ADDRESSE INCOMPLETE (3t 1 2) 12, &% 5 ARIey TH A 60 415 £ 095 7 T R oh 1% #;
At REJE 4 T A E ik A4, EREALER, TEEiE. M ERFMIFRE, HF4% L




Appendix 2 2

AT DA THP IO B9 5 A R, BT mliF NIEAF K2, 6. 9F9103X M AK 471 B B A & i HA i
(CE N0 4|

ERBy PR EH, 1910FAFHENT EFLLITEBRETTARRELE, WEAMITET
FHEH WA FAE AL, T2 LR ARKEREBAE P 4 AT TR E R # % E
BRERRERERERAKKIE, BERAGYMAAIHE S RE/HKEGE R EA B # 6
Eif, £RE25THEGSEZMARINEGXRBERERS TR E BT HHEEESREAERE
TAELTHHEFmMHE, AERUEALEHAFE, Rz, HEKERAEZTHLHF T RIS R
BhR, BrRKK)e BHEA—HHBAERERATZENREHH, HIEZERITEIHRRT
EHEE. ENNIFZEH, ThAEMEEFLTRE, XR105 THEGS5E £ Mk E1T
REMIAFTERERT o

T % 1 #5465 1y AU-PETIT LOUVRE & 4%/ 54 & 2= 5 5t AR LB B 78 K3 3 I Ok 3% | by
F, FI910F12A31H F4EFP(EA), REEXIHHEEEFBREHMAE, ELENE T L5 4
KU AT, FEE, BEMH B, AR SES T E 6 5 A R T L65 T 9 B g iR
EHo wRGMEGA, WEEFHAEIEAREELETAT L% 65 THIFF9 8 Ko

91R2F P EREKLE, H51 21U THE H R EFSE, ETFLEHENRTHE3ETITH
s 5 A GRS A+ —F R AP X EN T, RANTIEEEN, 55 IHEGEHE 2R CH
H, REGRFTLXAAE, B+ REBEMTE, HHRFALER#EEELTTTHE B RREESF
Ao 77 — 119144 HKing’s Daughter’s Society( 2 7 & JLt) 3 %6 & B/ T 2 (A + =), FF et
WNGEE, AREEXHEEHETIHBREMAE, LHERHOEAMT? Ve 95 TH I B Rk EHE
Fho A+ WHEERMGEXH, REXXTFLE, RUAEREAZHEENEA, H115 THE 5%
¥ el e R E 4 R R AT B RO 9 f 42,

PLENRE S E NS B Ry BB AL A 8 &, 157 ik o T3 o5& E0EK)
TR, 221150 WA RTAZING 510, AR25, ENER6T (5 E /M ERERFILYE), TR115
DAL EFE, AZTLASMAY A 16 E 18 0l £ A 5 | sl R B F12E295,

HRAFEFIMEA I RANER, TOIHATAELBEAE, & EHEXMRT EET6 R
FEYIRIE, H—REBIHEFEEXAN G LR, EZEARERNEHRE S, Fdf B~ E5R
ERNBREN, RABTXANHTLA, S2RER FHEATEEXAERELHERTE K
HUEFRAE, EFEEEMA LN, AUFHBERL DT TG 57, 07T 0 A F &
W —10F, TEULBBEET RO, HHEH, TELHY TR N T e X B &
HEE—ERAEFEE?

SE— JLIBEX189646 A27 8 @ S AL A B IRZ E L H4547%, RA LB TIRBPEIEMALELC ... HER A
¥, BEEIA, LRZMURIA, JTE2A, F£26A, EHIFEARIIA, 7




Appendix 2

| B E AR B .
ERNEI A BOE ,1\3‘

CARTE POSTALK
e W

61/IA/0Sd

NERER>DEEOE S

3‘;

By PN SR
bR )

3w o e v,

TN AR

ADRESSE
\Nmn\\PLETL

The “ Up -to-date ” Outfitters

e

N We have now on view the following, forming a most complete
and unique assortment of Xmas and New Year Gifts: —

Christmas Trees Cigars, boxed 25, 50 and 100
B . Decorations ~ Cigarettes
[) Toys Ladies’ 8ilk Blouses
(S s heritiodds »  » Headshawls
Stationery ik Goum
P Gentlemen’s Silk Umbrellas:
; Bty »  Handkerchiefs,
/ Glassware Initialled
[ Fancy Articles of every 5 Walking Sticks
description » “Ties
Fereke S

LIEBE WULFF & CO.
A lla NANK,ING ROAD

e T T

3 fig.3

6 fig.6

16



Appendix 2

AU ‘-PETIT LOUVRE.

46. NANKING ROAD.

R CLEARANCE SALKE,

§

Al
"%

WINTX

13

OR ONE WEEK.

Commencing on MONDAY,

the 2nd January, 1911.

Discounts from 20 to 50

Special Bargains 1!

fig.9

9

fig.7

7

LR ey

‘.r{i
/)

fig.11

1

fig.8

8

17



Appendix 2 2

10 fig.10 12 fig.12

13 fig.13

18



Appendix 2 2

Municipality Room Dater Nos. 1-11

As the caption suggests, Shanghai bisected bilingual dater Nos. 1-11 had been used by staff members of the
Municipality Room following an internal re-organization within Shanghai Imperial Post Office sometime around
June 1903. Let us go back in time to Shanghai city June 1903 and reconstruct the events which sparkled such re-
organization and its implementation. Beginning from 1902, Chinese Imperial Post signed separate Postal Agreements
with foreign post offices of France, Japan, Britain (Hong Kong), Germany, United States and Russia under which the
Imperial Post could request the foreign post offices to deliver mail items originating from China to international
destinations without paying additional postage to these foreign post offices and in return Imperial Post was obligated
to deliver free of cost, mail items received from foreign post offices and destined for locations within China. Such
a measure promoted an upsurge of international mail items and Shanghai post office, as the dominant exchange
centre of international mail items had to work out a system to ensure that each mail item was dispatched promptly
on the one hand, and on the other hand any error, omission could be traced to the source without difficulty. The
26 postmen from the defunct Shanghai Local Post (Note 1), previously absorbed into Shanghai Post Office since
November 1897 to form the Municipality Room, were divided into two groups, 16 (later increased to 18 ?) of whom
began to use Municipality Room dater Nos. 12-29 in their daily handling of foreign language mail items destined for
Shanghai or the vast number of transit mail items which missed scheduled mail boats while Nos. 1-11 were used by
another group of Municipality Room staff members for a different purpose and is the subject matter of this study.

Municipality Room dater Nos. 1-11 could have been evolved to deal with special circumstances in Shanghai
city at that time, one such scenario is the daily exchange of mail items from concession area to non concession area.
The second issue postal stationery card (fig.1) was posted from non concession area to concession area, the impressed
stamp was cancelled with lunar year dater of Shanghai Post Office and the actual delivery was undertaken by staff
member of the Municipality Room, using double circle Shanghai Local Post dater. The fourth issue postal stationery
card (fig.2) illustrated the reverse situation, posted within concession area and handled by Municipality Room to
Shanghai Post Office. In both cases, double circle Shanghai Local Post daters had been used, thus excluding the
possibility that Municipality Room dater Nos. 1-11 had been evolved for this exchange formality.

Every year before Christmas or festivals, upon arrival of new merchandise or promoting clearance sales,
many trading firms and emporiums in the concessions sent out circulars to their clients in the concessions and they
did so by entrusting the defunct Shanghai Local Post as illustrated by the circular in (fig.3). It only cost 25 cents to
distribute 400 circulars in 1904 as opposed to 400 postal stationery cards which would have cost $4. Double oval
POST MASTER SHANGHAI dater canceled the stamps and double circle Shanghai Local Post dater appeared
below, apparently responsible for actual delivery operation. This item excludes the possibility that Nos. 1-11
bilingual bisect dater had been evolved for dealing bulk delivery of printed matter.

Two additional examples illustrated how the Municipality Room staff members overcame difficulties
encountered during delivery process. The first issue postal stationery card (fig.4) was addressed to a German on
board a German ship in Hong Kong but when the card reached Hong Kong, the ship had already left and the card
was returned to Shanghai. After making enquiries with the German Consulate in Shanghai, the card was then handed
over to German Post Office and subsequently delivered by Marine Schiffspost to another ship in Tsingtau. The
reply portion of the second issue double postal stationery card (fig.5) was addressed to a firm “G. Hattori & Co.”
within the concession area, since no address was given, ADDRESSE INCOMPLETE cachet was affixed, but under
the efforts of Municipality Room staff members A and J, delivery was successful and this marvelous feat of being
able to execute delivery with only the firm name makes the Municipality Room the Min Hsin Chu for foreigners.

The following eight examples, three from Imperial Chinese Post (up to 1911) and five from Zhong Hua Min

19



Appendix 2 2

Guo period (from 1912) shed some light as to the special circumstances under which Municipality Room daters 2, 3,
5,6,7,9, 10 and 11 had been used.

The 1910 red band cover (fig.6) originated from Linghu and addressed to a firm outside the Old North Gate of
Shanghai. The Shanghai Imperial Post Office could not effect delivery without detailed address and at that time, it
could not ask the co-operation of Min Hsin Chu's because the two systems were competing antagonistically whereas
the Municipality Room had grown up with the Min Hsin Chu's and they helped each other out of necessity or
respect. Municipality Room dater No. 2 appeared on the cover and through the efforts of this staff member, a Min
Hsin Chu by the name of #3>4F was willing to effect delivery and it duly applied its firm marking on the cover.
A similar undated cover (fig.7) handled by the same Min Hsin Chu illustrated the identical recipient and the same
simple address “ outside the Old North Gate ”, evidencing that the sender had been a long time client of this Min
Hsin Chu and hence detailed address had previously been dispensed with. Coincidentally, the red band cover (fig.8)
was also addressed to the same recipient, but this time Municipality Room dater No. 10 was able to effect delivery
without the help of Min Hsin Chu.

AU-PETIT LOUVRE Emporium situated at No. 45 Nanking Road sent news of bargain sale on December
31 1910 (fig.9) to its clients by printing the advertisements on the reverse of fourth issue postal stationery cards.
Delivery had been effected by Municipality Room “E ” section but the recipient had relocated and since the return
address was available, the No. 6 Municipality Room dater was applied and the card was returned to sender. If return
address was absent or could not be ascertained, then the mail item goes straight to the dead letter office without
further handling.

Municipality Room dater Nos. 3,5,7,9,11 had been recorded on 5 items after the founding of Zhong Hua Min
Guo in 1912 and these may provide identical or additional information to ascertain the specific scenario under
which this rare dater had been used. The bank cover (fig.10) was addressed to the same tea firm as figs. 6-8 and
delivery was effected by Municipality Room dater No. 3. The 1912 postal stationery card to Peking (fig.11) was
written in Chinese, probably dropped into letter box system of the defunct Shanghai Local Post when it was picked
out by Municipality Room dater No. 5 and formally handled to Shanghai Chinese Post Office when the impressed
stamp was cancelled with Yuan Nian (First Year of the Republic) dater of the latter. The 1913 postal stationery card
(fig.12) to a local addressee was redirected several times and subsequently undelivered, Municipality Room dater No.
7 was applied and the card was returned to sender.

The 1914 postal stationery card (fig.13) from King's Daughters' Society had printed notice of meeting on
reverse, addressed to a Miss Scott, it was first delivered by Shanghai Local Post index [ but the recipient had
relocated when the Municipality Room dater No.9 was applied and the card was returned to sender.

The 1912 cover from Yenchow of Shantung Province to Germany (fig.14) paid the correct postage of 10c but
the two stamps had been cancelled with Chinese language dater and upon arrival at Shanghai, it was mistaken as a
letter addressed to a foreigner in the concessions but the Municipality Room dater No. 11 corrected this mistake,
returned this item to the Chinese Post Office Shanghai for delivery to Germany together with other Europe bound
mail items.

The above eight examples effectively identified the purpose of the Municipality Room dater Nos. 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 9,
10, 11: these daters evolved for the purpose of handling irregularities and difficulties on foreign language mail items
originating from or directed to addressees within the concession area. The number 1 dater had not been recorded,
it was probably retained by the supervisor of the Municipality Room, staff member with index A was assigned
No. 2 dater and so on, and the example in (fig.9) confirmed this allocation when No. 6 dater was assigned to staff
member with index E. This allocation was probably revised during Zhong Hua Min Guo period when No. 9 dater was
allocated to staff member I, the 9" alphabet as illustrated in (fig. 13).

Evolution of cancellations to serve particular purposes is already a fascinating subject by itself but the
historic relic of the defunct Shanghai Local Post and the invisible geographical demarcation of the concession and

non concession areas within Shanghai added complexity resulting in an unexpected evolution path. Internal re-

20



Appendix 2 2

organization of the Municipality Room should have been implemented by evolution of the regular daters of the

Municipality Room but taking into consideration the appropriateness of double circle Shanghai Local Post dater as
official exchange dater with various foreign post offices, Shanghai Imperial Post ingeniously evolved Municipality
Room daters out of regular bisected bilingual daters and produced the unique phenomenon of “substitute
evolution ” and with hind sight, what a simple and effective solution it was to solve a complicated mission ! There
is additional merit to this dater : it conferred appropriate capacity to the staff members of the Municipality Room
as official members of the Imperial Chinese Post instead of staff members of the defunct Shanghai Local Post and
come to think of it, the lack of records or documentation relating to such re-organization had successful kept the

true essence of such evolution a century old riddle !

Note 1: Ina report from Chinkiang Customs to Inspectorate General of Customs dated June 27, 1896 giving a description of
the organization of Shanghai Local Post : “ ...one commissioner, one assistant, one cashier, two messengers, twenty six postmen,

totaling 31 staff members. ”

SHANGHAI SHANGHAI SHANGHAI
23 DEC 31 MAY 24 AUG
10

SHANGHAI SHANGHAI SHANGHAI SHANGHAI

5 FEB 30 JAN 28 JUN 10 AUG
8 9 10 I
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Municipality Room Daters Nos. 12-29

The standard 25mm bisected circular bilingual daters (hereinafter abbreviated as “bisected dater” ) of the
Chinese Imperial Post was first used in Shanghai on April 28, 1899, three and a half years later into mid-1903, there
were no signs of evolution, only minute differences in lettering to serve as identification of individuality. However,
with the rapid increase in mail volume handled there and then, evolution was the inevitable path to enable this bi-
sected dater continue to fulfil its function as an international dater. By looking up the “Chronicle of Shanghai Posts
and Telecommunications” (hereinafter called “the Book” ), one would appreciate that as at 1904, the amount
of mail items handled by Shanghai Imperial Post Office was staggering : export 5,454,500, import 5,666,800, transit
204,800 totaling 11,326,100. Errors and omissions were inevitable and when the ink of the bisected daters happened
to be too heavy or too light, the minor characteristics to differentiate individuality became ineffective and for better
management of post office routines and demarcation of responsibilities, the bisected daters used by Shanghai Impe-
rial Post Office evolved along two different directions : one approach was to replace the year by a horary character
and this evolved bisected dater first appeared in 1904 and was used to correct errors, omissions and mistakes or to
authorize the delivery of the mail item as an ordinary mail item and | have published my study article on this sub-

”

ject in  “Postmarks Research” Volume No. 8 of 2007, issued by Chinese Postmark Study Society. The other mode
of evolution was to replace the year by numbers, apparently aiming at locating the source of errors, omissions or
mistakes. This latter type first appeared in 1903 and is the subject matter of this study.

A year ago, a group of friends encouraged me to publish another series of books on various types of cancel-
lations which appeared during Chinese Imperial Post period 1897-1911 and my first reaction was : how am [ going
to deal with the commonest Shanghai bisected daters with horary characters or numbers ? It would be meaningless
just to record their presence and it would be even worse to exclude them altogether. These century old riddles must
be tackled and solved to clear the final hurdle to my intended book on bisected daters scheduled in mid-2008. It took
me a few days to locate 60+ items of such “numbered bisected daters” from my various collections and a pre-
liminary study revealed the following observations.

1. None of the items are registered or express delivery items, all are ordinary mail items or picture post cards
written in foreign language.

2. The numbers appearing in numbered bisected daters were 12 through 29.

3. This numbered bisected dater had been used to cancel stamps and as transit or arrival daters.

4. Usage dates of the numbered bisected dater ranged from August 1903 to 1911. (Later finding revealed an
earlier usage date of June 26, 1903).

5. For those mail items which subsequently transited through French Post Office, Imperial Japanese Post Of-
fice or British Post Office of Hong Kong, appropriate daters of such foreign post offices were received. For items
which transited through German or Russian Post Offices, no transit daters had been applied.

6. There is no clear connection between each number with a particular foreign post office.

7. Some items were addressed to destinations within China, such as Chefoo, Canton and Kiungchow.

A fundamental analysis of the 60+ items led to the elimination of the following possibilities :

(A) With the appearance of 25, 26, 27 and 29, the numbers could not represent hours.

(B) The numbers could not represent branch office numbers because in 1904, only head office and another
branch office were listed in the Book.

(C) The numbers are not counter numbers. My original concept was that counter Nos. 1-11 sold stamps and
handled local and domestic mails whilst Nos. 12 through 29 handled mail items written in foreign language because
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this would explain the absence of numbers 1-11. Facts contained in the Book contradicted this idea : at the inception

of the Shanghai Imperial Post Office, it only occupied the rear court of the Customs House with a staff of around
90 only and there was no room for 29 counters. Looking at this from another angle, if these numbers were counter
numbers then every mail item posted or transited through such counters would receive such numbered bisected
dater and this was not the case. If counters ever existed, it would be prudent to specialize according to final destina-
tions of foreign mail items.

(D) A lazy approach is to classify this numbered bisected dater as a responsibility identifying dater used solely
on ordinary mail items written in foreign language. My experience told me that the appearance rate of the numbered
bisected dater is around 10% and if this was the case, what happened to the remaining 907 ? Were these mail items
handled perfectly without errors and omissions such that responsibility identification element was superfluous ?
This logic has brought out a direction : the numbered bisected dater had certain unique restrictions in its application
and by finding this unique factor, answer to this century old riddle can come to light.

A series of public auctions interrupted my aimless wandering mind and when everything got settled ten days
later, I set my heart to edit useful background information into the first draft on my study relating to evolution
of cancellations in Fukien province from 1897 to 1911. As I read this paragraph in the book entitled “Late Qing
Dynasty Selected Files of Tientsin Customs Post” | 1 realized that in late 1896, two ships from Shanghai and Hong
Kong reached Foochow every week on a regular basis with three additional non-scheduled arrivals, matched by de-
parture of seven ships from Foochow every week. This information gave me fresh inspiration and I immediately pe-
rused the 60+ items again and ascertained that all of them could have been carried by ships of one kind or the other,
including the few items destined for Chefoo, Canton and Kiungchow. Scenes began to roll in my mind: a particular
ship was due to arrive in Shanghai and postmen were busy sorting out mail items to be carried on board the ship
upon its arrival. After the hustle and bustle, a few items missed the boat, so to speak, did they have to wait a week
or so for the next regular ship ? | have never studied scenario of this kind and for the sake of expedience, I phoned
Mr. K. L. Poon for help since he is the only person in Hong Kong with numerous useful reference books to serve as a
philatelic library, requesting him to provide information regarding regular visits of mail ships to and from Shanghai
during 1904-1911 and consulted him about his view on the hypothetical “ship schedules co-ordinator” , a newly
coined phrase to describe certain experienced personnel in the post office who might have close contact with ship-
ping companies or various foreign post offices and whose responsibilities include the speedy dispatch of mail items
which “missed the boat” by other non-scheduled ships, without having to wait for the next regular service. Mr.
Poon agreed that such co-ordinators did exist in the post office and they relied daily on foreign language newspapers
to ascertain non-scheduled ship services but he had never come across such name as “ship schedules co-ordina-
tor” . I thought that as soon as information relating to ship schedules comes to hand, the nature of the numbered
bisected dater can more properly be ascertained, selecting a proper name for this dater becomes a formality only.
My consultant Mr. Sermon Juai knew all the time that I was pursuing this subject relentlessly and as he enquired
the progress and heard the story, he reminded me to be careful with the term “ship schedules co-ordinator” be-
cause such a term could not possibly have been used and the entire study results would be marred by such inappro-
priate nomenclature.

A few days later Mr. Poon phoned in to tell me that the required information on ship schedules in Shanghai
for the period 1904-1911 was unavailable, what a disappointment it was, I felt like a contestant who could not raise
his feet for the last winning step towards the finishing line. Such disappointment is short lived because my per-
sistent determination to solve this riddle had inspired Mr. Poon who took a few days to peruse the entirety of the
Book and came to the conclusion that the proper nomenclature should be “Municipality Room” since this term
appeared several times in the Book. On the same evening, he phoned to tell me the result of his finding based on
the Book : soon after Shanghai Imperial Post Office opened in February 1897, the Shanghai Local Post closed down
for business in October the same year and the work force of the latter was combined with regular post office staff

to form the “Municipality Room” which handled receipt, dispatch (walled city, the Common Concessions and the
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French Concession) and transit of ordinary mail items written in foreign language. At first thought, | was almost

certain that the proper nomenclature is now ascertained and we agreed to meet at Mr. Poon's office the ensuing
date to study background information relating to such conclusion. As I went through the information extracted by
Mr. Poon the next day, | couldn't help asking this question : It would be unprecedented case if these numbered bi-
sected daters were used by staff of the Municipality Room since they already had the double circle English language
Shanghai Local Post dater for use because | remembered my previous purchase of 100 post cards, circa 1904-1905,
from U.S.A. to Shanghai in an effort to ascertain the earliest usage of lunar year dater in Shanghai but the Shanghai
Local Post arrival daters appeared on all these items, with index from A to K. instead of the anticipated lunar year
daters. Mr. Poon appreciated this argument and both of us came to the conclusion that we are faced with a more
difficult scenario, that is, to prove that the numbered bisected daters had been used by the Municipality Room si-
multaneously with the double circle English language Shanghai Local Post daters.

Back to home, I wasted no time at all and laid out the 60+ items on the dining table for further observation.
Strange to say, the combination of resolute pursuing spirit coupled with background information and knowledge
already acquired, had cast a different view on the 60 items among which two items attracted my attention, one
was the August 1903 cover from Yangchow to USA via Imperial Japanese Post Office (fig.1), the other was the
November 1903 postal stationery card from Pingshan to Hamburg via Shanghai (fig.2). As I noticed the presence of
the double circle Shanghai Local Post dater on the latter item, a smile on my face began to turn into blossom when
the phone bell rang and Mr. Poon shot this question right away : “Is the earliest item in your collection carried by
the French Post Office ?” I answered in the negative and asked him the purpose of this question when he began to
elaborate in quite detail the sequence of events which happened in 1902 to 1905. The Chinese Imperial Post applied
to join the Universal Postal Union but could not wait for the abnormally long “observation period” and as a coun-
ter measure, the Chinese Imperial Post signed “Postal Agreements” separately with French Post Office (effective
January 1, 1902), Imperial Japanese Post Office (effective July 18, 1903), British Post Office Hong Kong (effective
February 1, 1905), German Post Office (effective November 3, 1905) and Russian Post Office (effective February 19,
1909). Come to think of it, can you imagine that this was the final missing link to pin point the right direction ? In a
delightful tone, I told Mr. Poon :  “The riddle is now solved, give me a minute to reconstruct the sequence of events
and arguments and I’ll outline the preliminary study result for your kind comments.”

Shanghai Imperial Post Office was established in February 1897 with a staff of around 50, located at the rear
courtyard of Customs House situated in the Bund(fig.3). Initially it employed postmen to deliver foreign language
items whilst items written in Chinese were entrusted to local Min Hsin Chu named Chuen Tai Shing. In October
the same year the Shanghai Local Post, established more than 30 years ago in July 1863, had to close down because
shipping companies refused to carry mail items any longer when the staff members of the Shanghai Local Post were
absorbed into the post office and merged with the delivery staff to form the “Municipality Room” responsible for
the delivery of mail items to the walled city and to the Common Concessions and the French Concession. As a mea-
sure to guard against Min Hsin Chu’s competition, Shanghai Imperial Post Office relied on the old staff of Shanghai
Local Post to liaise with foreign clients and continued to use the double circle English language Shanghai Local Post
dater. In January 1902 the Postal Agreement with French Post Office became effective, mail items to foreign desti-
nations could be sent via French mail boats without additional payment of postage in French currency. Vast amount
of transit mail items written in foreign language converged in Shanghai, apparently sorted by staff of Municipal-
ity Room and delivered to the French Post Office. Regular Shanghai bisected daters had been used initially because
the French Post Office did not recognize the Shanghai Local Post dater as a valid dater of the signatory party to
the Postal Agreement. Eighteen month into July 1903, errors and omissions were bound to occur and the regular
Shanghai bisected dater could not trace the source efficiently and evolution was imminent. The Postal Agreement
with the Imperial Japanese Post Office, effective from July 18, 1903 catalyzed the evolution because the exact
working attitude of the Imperial Japanese Post Office gave rise to many complaints on the one hand, and provided

alternative mail routes to foreign destinations on the other hand and the time has come to identify without doubt,

29



Appendix 3 3

the responsibility on the part of each and every staff member of the Municipality Room and towards this end, the

No. 17 bisected dater appeared 25 days later on August 12, 1903 on a cover from Yangchow to USA via the Imperial
Japanese Post Office. With the coming into effect of later Postal Agreements with British Post Office Hong Kong,
German and Russian Post Offices, alternative mail boats were available and the job of finding the most appropri-
ate mail boat for the mail items on hand rested with experienced staff members of the Municipality Room. Much
burden was taken off Shanghai as transit centre of mails to foreign destinations following the ripening of train net-
works in China, when the application of numbered bisected dater from Municipality Room diminished accordingly.
After a long pause at the other end of the telephone, Mr. Poon said :  “I am fully convinced by your deduc-
tions, but still, it needs be substantiated by proven records or philatelic items which could identify beyond doubt
that this numbered bisected dater had actually been used from the Municipality Room.” T informed him of the
November 1903 postal stationery card from Pingshan to Hamburg (fig.2), transit via Shanghai with the inappropriate
Shanghai Local Post dater, later corrected by No. 21 bisected dater before handing over to the French Post Office.
This inadvertent mistake did not occur on another similar postal stationery card also dated November 1903 from
Pingshan to Hamburg (fig.4)and thanks to this mistake on the former item, it can now be ascertained that the num-
bered “Municipality Room” dater and the double circle Shanghai Local Post daters had been used simultaneously
at that time. He smiled and said : “What a lucky guy you are ? You can always produce key items in the most ap-
propriate time to clear all doubts; make an effort to obtain a few more to reinforce your deductions and remember

)

to send the first draft of your study result to my office.” [ delightfully consented and thanked him for the invalu-
able information, and above all, quality conversation to enhance my source of inspiration.

On the ensuing day, | glanced through the 600+ postal stationery cards collected by my wife for the multifari-
ous hand drawn water colour paintings on reverse and found this 4" issue postal stationery card from Peking to
Shanghai in 1909 (fig.5). Peking lunar year dater canceled the impressed stamp and the card transited through Tang-
ku, upon arrival at Shanghai, it received four different types of Shanghai daters. Perhaps it had been mixed with
other mail items written in Chinese language, the Shanghai lunar year dater first canceled this card and since it was
written in foreign language, it was handed over to another section which applied the regular Shanghai bisected dater
and when this section ascertained that the card was addressed to Shanghai, the card was handed over to Municipal-
ity Room where it received the No. 13 numbered bisected dater and when the staff of Municipality Room actually
delivered this card, he applied the English language double circle Shanghai Local Post dater, all daters being of the
same day, DEC 13 09. This item clearly illustrated the working procedure in Shanghai Imperial Post Office and sup-
ported the assumption that the numbered bisected dater and the double circle Shanghai Local Post daters were used
simultaneously by Municipality Room, though with different functions. My friend Mr. Lee Kam Wah has another 4"
issue postal stationery card from Kiukiang to Shanghail909 (fig.6), receiving 5 different Shanghai daters, including
the number 16 Municipality Room dater used in conjunction with the Shanghai Local Post dater.

A casual thought came to my mind that there might be treasures hidden in my collection of picture post cards
stashed in high cabinets, I diligently located and perused the collection and retrieved a No. 17 Municipality Room
dater used on June 26, 1903 on a picture post card (fig.7). My previous preliminary verbal conclusion related to Mr.
Poon over the phone has to be amended in the light of this finding. Eighteen months (January 1902 to June 1903)
into joint efforts on the part of Chinese Imperial Post and the French Post Offices to deliver international mail
items, errors and omissions occurred to such an extent that the Shanghai Imperial Post Office decided that the year
in the bisected daters used by Municipality Room staff be changed to numbers in an effort to locate source of mis-
takes and responsibility. The decision came earlier than the coming into effect of the Postal Agreement between the
Chinese Imperial Post and the Imperial Japanese Post Office and my former preliminary conclusion that the adop-
tion of the Municipality Room dater was catalyzed by the coming into effort of the aforesaid Postal Agreement has
to be revised accordingly.

Just when I thought that this case is now satisfactorily concluded, Mr. K. L. Poon executed the perfect finish-
ing touch by producing the following extracts from the book entitled “Imperial China-History of The Posts 1897”
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by Major Richard Pratt FRPSL and the chapter on “The Last Months of the Shanghai Local Post” is particularly

interesting and relevant, here are some of the extracts to give a broad picture of the sequence of events which hap-

pened at the critical point in time and to some extent, substantiate our proven theory that two types of cancellations
had been used by the Municipality Room.

(@) “..it is generally believed, that the Shanghai Municipal Post Office was lucky enough to have a catch-
ment area within the environs of the city, and a flow of mail for local delivery that was of a size sufficient to pay

i

for the entire service’s operation, thus guaranteeing its indefinite continuation as a service.” This explained why
Shanghai Municipal Post Office was able to survive for the few months from February to October 1897.

(b) “Having been asked to mention the fact that the people living in the outskirts of the settlement have con-
siderable trouble in posting letters, it has caused us to make inquiries into the matter. If people living in Bubbling
Well Road, Carter Road, or the upper end of Honkew, they have now to travel to the Customs House before they can
do so. Before the Imperial Post Office started they had only to drop their letter into a pillar box and there the matter
ended.” From this paragraph, one would appreciate that the foreign residents were used to the convenient services
provided by the Shanghai Municipal Post Office, they had the confidence in dropping mail items into pillar boxes
provided at various locations, knowing full well that the mail items would duly be collected and handled properly,
without having to post them at the post office.

() “From enquiries made by us we learn that the Imperial Post Office is willing to take over the entire staff
of the Local Post Office and continue to work on the same lines and at the same tariff, so far as concerns town de-

&

livery.” In spite of the change of ownership or reorganization, it’s business as usual and Imperial Post Office was
prudent not to replace the double circle Shanghai Local Post dater because this dater represented efficient service,
and it had the added effect of prompting the recipients of mail items to drop their reply mail into the pillar box pro-
vided by the Shanghai Local Post in the usual manner.

(d) “Our friend Mr. David Benjamin, of Shanghai writes under the date 28" August 1897, ‘I understand that
our Local Post will be closed next month, and that the now permanent stamps of the Imperial Chinese Post Office
will be issued on the 1™ October.” All other Local Post Offices were closed at the beginning of the year; the Shanghai
Post remaining open to do purely local business i.e. delivering mail from one part the city to another, as the Imperial
Post Office did not allow them to receive or forward letters to the ports. So this will be the last of the Shanghai Lo-
cal Post.” In a later paragraph, Municipal Postal Notification 1226 dated 16 November 1897 mentioned the sale of
now obsolete stamps :  “The following obsolete stamps etc. being unsold stock of the now closed Local Post Office
will be sold until further notice at their face value at the Tax Office of the Council where application for the whole
stock or any part therof will be received by Mr. A. Johnsford, Overseer of Taxes. The dies from which these stamps
were struck are now being forwarded from England and will be destroyed. ”

(e “A Postal Agreement was signed between the two Postal Services and implemented on 1 November
1897” which provided, inter alia, “The Imperial Post Office agreed that It (Municipal Post Office) should be re-
sponsible for the collection, distribution, and delivery of mail within the environs of Shanghai ” and “When han-
dling international mail and domestic mail the Local Post Office shall place a strike of its c.d.s. ‘elsewhere’ on the
front of the item of mail i.e. so as not to even partially obliterate the postage stamps thereon.” This explained why
the double circle Shanghai Local Post dater appeared on all items actually delivered by its staff members, sometimes

in combination with the numbered bisected daters of the Municipality Room.

The century old riddle is now solved, case closed with hearty thanks to Mr. K. L. Poon.
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9. CHINAN(Shangtung 2) FrE(E2) 11 | 51. SWATOW(Kwangtung 8) ik (E8) 61
10. CHINHAI(Chekiang 1) BURGID 12 | 52. SZEMAO(Yunnan 3) 5P (H3) 62
11. CHINKIANG(Kiangsu 1) BYL(AR), 13 | 53. TATYUAN(Shansi 1) AKJECEL) 63
12. CHINKIANGPU(Kiangsu2) I @R2) 14 | 54. TAKU(Chihli 5) Kii(325) 64
13. CHUNGKING(Szechwan 2) FP(I12) 15 | 55. TANGKU(Chihli 6) ik (G6)| 65
14. FOOCHOW (Fukien 2) M (E2) 16 | 56. TANGSHAN(Chihli 7) JELGET) | 66
15. HANGCHOW(Chekiang 2) BN @2) 17 | 57. TATUNG(Anhwei2) Kl (e2)| 67
16. HANKOW (Hupeh 1) P (561) 18-21] 58. TENGYUEH(Yunnan 4) iR G4)| 68
17. HANYANG(Hupeh 2) PLFH(EF2) 22 | 59. TIENTSIN(Chihli 8) Kt (38) | 69-70
18. HARBIN(North East 2) RV (452) 23 | 60. TSINAN(Shangtung 4) G (B4) 1
19. HOKOW(Yunnan 1) JTEIGEL) 24 | 61. —INAN(Shangtung 5) 5 e (85)
20. HSI-AN(Shensi 1) P2z (Bk1)| 25 | 62. TSINSHAN(Kwangtung 9) Al (E9) 72
21. ICHANG(Hupeh 3) HEGB3) 26 | 63. TUNGCHOW/(Chihli 9) W (E9) 73
22. KAIFENG(Honan 1) JFE({41) 27 | 64. TUNGHING(Kwangtung 10) AR (E10) 73
23. KIAOCHOW (Shangtung 3) M (E3) 28 | 65. WANHSIEN(Szechwan 3) JTROI3) 74
24. KIASING(Chekiang 3) @) 29 | 66. WENCHOW(Chekiang 5) N GHB) 75
25. KIUKIANG(Kiangsi 1) JULGEHED| 30 | 67. WHAMPOA(Kwangtung 11) HH (EL1) 76
26. KIUNGCHOW (Kwangtung 2) M (82) 31 | 68. WOOSUNG(Kiangsu 6) R (6) 77
27. KONGMOON(Kwangtung 3) YLIT(#3) 32 | 69. WUCHANG(Hupeh 5) A2 G5) 78
28. KOWLOON(Kwangtung 4) JuE(#E4) 33 | 70. WUCHOW(Kwangsi 3) FEM ()| 79
29. KUEIYANG(Kweichow 1) HBIE41) 33 | 71. WUHU(Anhwei 3) Jei(5e3) | 80
30. KULING(Kiangsi2) AN (572) 3435 72. WUSUEH(Hupeh 6) H/UGEEe) 81
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33. MENGTSZ(Yunnan 2) % H (H2) 3839 75. YOCHOW (Hunan 3) N GHE3) 83
34. MOUKDEN(North East 3) ZER(4:3) 40 | 76. YOCHOW CITY (Hunan 4) NI (A1) 84
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36. NANNING(Kwangsi 2) T (RE2) 42 el
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38. NGANKIN(Anhwei 1) 2R (EL) 45 | 78. KIANGYIN(Kiangsu) LG | 86
39. NINGPO(Chekiang 4) TUWG@M) 46 | 79. KUMCHUK (Kwangtung) HAT ) 87
40. PAGODA ANCH(Fukien3)  ZE35(i3) 47 | 80. NAM-TAU(Kwangtung) Pk ()
41. PAKHOI(Kwangtung 6) JbifE(#6) 48 | 81. NANCHANG(Kiangsi) 5 G | 88
42. PAOTING(Chihli 2) f5E (#2) 49 | 82. KWANGYUAN(Szechwan) L) 89
43, PEITAIHO(Chihli 3) Jb#&3 (323) 50 | 83. TSINGTAU(Shantung) ()
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12. CHENGTING(Chihli 1) 1ESE(3E1) 140 |55. MENGTSZ (Yunnan 4) % HEL(H4) 178
13.CHENTU(Szechwan1) B AB(I1) | 140 |56. MOUKDEN(North East 8) 7 RK(%:8) 178
14.CHENGTU(Szechwan 2) B ()112) 141 |57. MOUKDEN(North East 9) Z2RINF(PR9) 180
15.CHINCHOWFU(North East2)  #i##N)ff(4:2) 142 |58. NANCHANG(Kiangsi 5) M E N (ES) 181
16.CHINKIANG(Kiangsu 1) FHYL(J51) 142 |59 NANCHANG(Kiangsi 6) ¥ E()(#i6) 181
17.CHINKIANG(Kiangsu 2) FLF(J52) 143 60. NANKING(Kiangsu 3) P HL(73)] 182
18.CHUNGKING(Szechwan3) T JK(JII3) 144 61. NANNING(Kwangsi 4) B T (FE4) 183
19. CHUNGKING(Szechwan4)  FJKf(J114) 145 |62 NANNING(Kwangsi 5) B T (FES)| 184
20.FOOCHOW (Fukien 2) 5 M([2) 145 |63. NEWCHWANG(North East 10)  2f[£(4<10)| 184
21.FOOCHOW (Fukien 3) #a M FF(E]3) 146 |64 NGANKIN(Anhwei 1) ZIR(fEL) 185
22.FOOCHOW CITY (Fukien4) #& M ¥k([4) 147 65 NINGPO(Chekiang 3) TWHT3) 186
23. HANGCHOW(Chekiang 1)  BiM(#71)| 148 66. NINGPO(Chekiang 4) TUAFHT4) 186
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34.KIAOCHOW(Shantung 2) N (E2) 163 [77. SHAMEEN(Kwangtung 8) Vo (#E-8) 195
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5.KULIANG 5.0 169 | 5 KUMCHUK ST 170
6.PAGODAANCH 6.5 A hE | 187 6 PAKHOI 6. b7 188
7.SANTUAO 7. = #B 195 7 SAMSHUI 7.2 K 194
— 7
HONAN Province R A () ggggﬁﬁ?ﬁG g%ﬁ ;gi
I KAIFENG LIFH tol 10.SHUMCHUN 10. 3 204
HUNAN Province 341 78 4 (34 I1.SWATOW s 208
1.CHANGSHA IJ&/’}\ 133 12. TUNGHING 12,28 2% 226
2.CHANGSHA 2KWIHF | 135 MONGOLIA Province 5 &(Z)
3.CHANGTEH 3 136 1.KIACHTA 1B EE | 163
4.CHANGTEH 4N 137 -
5.CHENGLINGKI S.EUJjZ %E}L 139 NORTH EAST Provinces =% (%)
6.SIANGTAN 6{@{}177 206 1. ANTUNG 1.%2 7R 131
7.YOCHOW Tadi 230 2.CHINCHOWFU 24NN 142
HUPEH Province #19L 2 (%B) PO e g B 160
e ;%E} % 6.K WANCHENGTZE 6.5 T | 171
: E=As 7.MANCHOULI TAEME | 175
3 ICHANG LR 160 e GUKDEN 8.4k | 178
N . .
4.SHASI 42T 203 9.MOUKDEN 9.7 KNAF | 180
KANSU Province H#E (H) 10.NEWCHWANG 10725 | 184
I.LANCHOWFU L%ﬁWﬁ 173 11.SUIFENHO g?§§§% 208
2.LANCH 2.2% M : N
NCHOWC) Iy | 174 13.TSITSIHAR 13.5555M/R | 226
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Page/it Page/ L
SHANSI Province LA () YUNNAN Province ZHEHAEGE)
1. KWEIHWA 1094k 172 1.AMI 1. FT Rk 129
2. TAIYUAN 2K J& 211 2.HOKOW 2. 3 [ 158
3. TAIYUANFU 3NN | 213 3.MENGTSZ 3.% 177
4 MENGTSZ 4. 5% HE | 178
SHANTUNG Province LFEEE) 5.SZEMAO 5. 210
1.CHEFOO LA & 137 6. TENGYUEH 6. it ik 215
2.KIAOCHOW 2. 58 163 7. TENGYUEH 7. BT 217
3.TSINAN 3.5r 224 8.YUNNANFU 8. =M | 231
4. TSINAN 4. 55N | 225
5.TSINGTAU 5.9 & 225 SINKIANG Province s A (F)
1.TAHCHENG LB T | 233
SHENSI Province B 7 & (B) 2. TAHCHENG 2. B Hk( ) | 233
1.SI-AN Lpyg 205 3. TIHWAFU 3.3l | 234
2.SIANFU 2.0 206 | 205 4 TIHWA( ) 4.3tk ( )| 234
3.SIAN( ) 300%() | 206
SZECHWAN Province mJi&J)
1.CHENTU 1. B #B 140
2.CHENGTU 2. AT | 141
3.CHUNGKING 3. R 144
4 CHUNGKING 4. RN | 145
5.WANHSIEN 5. T B 227
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