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% U. S. S HELENA
M. N Grable, Editor.

Hankow, China. .

October 10, 1911. "+ Underway steaming down the river to
Shanghai, with intentions of stopping at all ports enroute. Pass
ed the old Chinese forts at 8:15 a. m. Came to anchor at 2:45
p. m., in Kiukiang. ' Later we received a telegraph message from
the A merican Conzsul that 400 Chinsse troops had mutinied and
burned their barracks at Wuchang, a small town just across from
Hankow, also that a rebellion was anticipated and for usto stand
by to return at once.

Oct. 11.  Received a second wire'ess telegram that more troops
had mutinied, aiso that *rouble was at hand and for us to make
all haste to Hankow. Got underway from Kiukiang at 8:20 a,
m. Passed H. M. S. Woadcock in the forenoon, = Sighted
the lights of Hankow at 11:00 p. m.

Oct. 12.  Came to anchor in Hankow at 1:00. ‘a. m. at our
old anchorage. Many fires were to be seen bumning in  Wu-
chang. At 9:00 a. m. our Captair and the American Consul
left the ship for Wuchang, to try and get in the wall city, ard
to bring out th~ missionaries that were in there. Three Chinese
Cruisers with decks cleared for action were maneuvering below
sndabreastof our present znchorage Eoarly in the afternaon the
Chinese fleet steamed up the river and laid to off Wuchang,
and at 3:00 p m. they fired upon the rebel forts above that city
receiving a hearty reply as the rebels fired on them driving them
back down stream, oneof the small Cruisers being hit by a thiee
inch shell, which penetrated her hull on the portquarter.  After
they came abreast of our anchorage again, they began firing but
ceased when the Japanese Admiral frem the Japanese Cruiser
Tsushima went on board the Chinese flagship and told them they
were endangering our safety. At 4:00 p. m. we steamed up to
Wouchang to get our Captain who had just returned from the
walled city with a large number of missicnaries, he came aboard
and we dropped back to our old rnchorage. During the day we
belted 9000 rounds of ammunit on and mounted two colts auto-
matic guns. Later in the afternoon a large fire started in the
upper end of Hankow and raged on nearly all night. In the
evening sl foreign ships sent equipped landing forces ashore ta
patrol their respective Concessions, we sending a large party
from the Helena. 5
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“Today the ‘Republic Of China’ has been proclaimed, the
abdication of the Throne was published this morning.”
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President. Sun-yatsen, Premier Yuen-Shi-Kat.

The edict of the Chinese Kmperor Ahdication, Feb. 12th 1912,
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K118 F 404 TEAE R, WHTUHFAAALRERZL912-191TF Y “TXEBE Ao
“RESEEER” AALYE, FAAFRTRB21912-19174FH H B EHTE.

A great majority of daters in 1912-1917 period which adopted year in
common era reckoning belong to the “Bisected Circle Bilingual Daters” which
had been used as early as April 1899 during the Chinese Imperial Post period
Since the year notation was neither regal or lunar year, and had been in use
for over 10 years and widely accepted by post offices of foreign countries,
the bisected circle bilingual daters escaped replacement and continued to
function as international daters during the entire period of Zhong Hua Min
Guo. My earlier book entitled “Bisected Circle Bilingual Daters” in 2008
had studied this type of daters in detail and two groups of extracts are
presented here, the 1912-1917 period and the later period after 1918, the
former can be combined with my two earlier books “The Continued Use Of Lunar
Year Daters In 1912-1917” and “Min Guo Calendar Daters Of 1912-1917” both
published in 2010, to form a complete study of 1912-1917 Min Guo daters

BB 0B BAn g 0 E H B A 2Mr. Jozef Wagemakersfu3€ EMr. Paul N. Davey3t
AR, LE#! RKAGRREMEALT2ERFEWBEAFHE, HREeHTHIL
FToH, WFITRNEEAMES, BEEREAATEAR. TAEDEFF D
AWRXFEBT, HHERXETRFCE!

The dates below the daters represent the earliest and latest usage dates
as provided by Mr. Jozef Wagemakers of the Netherlands and Mr. Paul N. Davey
of the United Kingdom for which I offer my sincerest thanks on behalf of
postmark lovers. It is incredible that foreign postmark specialists spent
decades of persistent efforts recording such valuable data relating to Chinese
postmarks, it’s time Chinese philatelists should continue this arduous task
and on this note, I hope philatelic clubs across China, including Hong Kong,
Macau and Taiwan consider starting research of similar nature and exchange
information on a regular basis.
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Table Of Usage Of Bisected Circular Bilingual Daters In Various Provinces
During The Republic Of China Period

Page/ T Page/ T

L.AMI(Yunnan 1) FIRKGEL)| 129 |61.NANNING(Kwangsi 4) BT 183
2.AMOY (Fukien 1) EI1(E1)| 129 |62 NANNING(Kwangsi 5) B TF(EES)| 184
3. ANTUNG(North East 1) ZRERD| 131 |63 NEWCHWANG(North East 10) EE(ZR10)] 184
4. ANYUAN KI(Kiangsi 1) ZYE@ERL)| 131 |64 NGANKIN(Anhwei 1) ZR(E1)| 185
5.CANTON(Kwangtung 1) J7MCEL)| 132 |65.NINGPO(Chekiang 3) TWOHT3)| 186
6.CHANGSHA (Hunan 1) K¥P@HL| 133 |66.NINGPO(Chekiang 4) TUWINGIT4)| 186
7.CHANGSHA (Hunan 2) KIPIFGH2)| 135 |67.NINGPO(Chekiang 5) TWOGS)| 187
8. CHANGTEH(Hunan 3) H(#3)| 136 |68.PAGODA ANCH(Fukien 6) D EE(H6)| 187
9.CHANGTEH(Hunan 4) HIERFH4)| 137 |69.PAKHOI(Kwangtung 6) Jbi#E(Ee)| 188
10.CHEFOO(Shantung 1) W& (1)) 137 |70.PAOTING(Chihli 3) {758 (33)| 188
11.CHENGLINGKI(Hunan 5) IRFEWLGHES)| 139 | 71.PAOTINGFU(Chihli 4) {REFF(3E4)| 189
12.CHENGTING(Chihli 1) 1E5E(¥1)| 140 |72.PEHTAIHO BEACH(Chihli 5) JbRIA R LL(3ES)| 190
13.CHENTU(Szechwan1) FER()I1)| 140 | 73.PEITATHO(Chihli 6) JLRIM(FEe6)| 190
14.CHENGTU(Szechwan 2) FEBIFF()112)| 141 |74.PEKING(Chihli 7) Jbm@EEn| 191 |
15.CHINCHOWFU(North East 2) HRMIR(ZR2)| 142 |75.SAMSHUI(Kwangtung 7) =K(OET)| 194
16.CHINKIANG(Kiangsu 1) HIT(951)| 142 |76 SANTUAO(Fukien 7) =H(E7)| 195
17.CHINKIANG(Kiangsu 2) BUTRF(FR2)| 143 |77.SHAMEEN(Kwangtung 8) YT (88)| 195
18.CHUNGKING(Szechwan 3) FER(J)II3)| 144 |78.SHANGHAI(Kiangsu 4) i (F54)| 196
19.CHUNGKING(Szechwan 4) ERIF(4)| 145 |79.SHANHAIKWAN(Chihli 8) I R(3E8)| 202
20.FOOCHOW (Fukien 2) EM(E2)| 145 |80.SHASI(Hupeh 4) YhT(ER4)| 203
21.FOOCHOW (Fukien 3) WEMIF(H3)| 146 |81.SHEKLUNG(Kwangtung 9) FH(E)| 204
22 FOOCHOW CITY (Fukien 4) EMI(E4)| 147 | 82.SHUMCHUN(Kwangtung 10) VHI(E10)| 204
23 HANGCHOW (Chekiang 1) BT 148 |83.SI-AN(Shensi 1) T22(Be1)| 205
24 HANGCHOW!(Chekiang 2) BUNIFFGHIT2)| 148 | 84.SIANFU(Shensi 2) PH2ZF(RE2)| 205
25 HANKOW (Hupeh 1) A% 149 |85. SIAN( )(Shensi 3) F()(BE3)| 206
26.HARBIN(North East 3) M&/RVE(ZR3) | 153 |86.SIANGTAN(Hunan 6) W (HE6)| 206
27 HOKOW(Yunnan 2) W OGE2)| 158 |87.S00CHOW (Kiangsu 5) FHIMERS)| 207
28 ICHANG(Hupeh 2) HE®62)| 159 |88.SUCHOW(Kiangsu6) BHINER6)| 207
29.ICHANG(Hupeh 3) HEF(E3)| 160 |89.SUIFENHO(North East 11) 3R (FR11)| 208
30.IMIENPO(North East 4) —T3H(%R4)| 160 |90.SWATOW(Kwangtung 11) Alisk(#11)| 208
31.KAIFENG(Honan 1) FrEH(F41)| 161 |91.SZEMAO(Yunnan 5) BFEQES)| 210
32 KALGAN (Chihli) KK O(F2)| 162 |92. TAHEIHO(North East 12) KER(FE12)| 211
33 KIACHTA(Mongolia 1) BT B(3E1)| 163 |93. TATYUAN(Shansi 2) KIE(E2)| 211
34 KIAOCHOW(Shantung 2) BN (E2)| 163 |94. TATYUANFU(Shansi 3) KIFIFEE3)| 213
35 KIRIN(North East 5) FA(FS)| 164 |95 TANGKU(Chihli 9) JE(HE9)| 213
36 KIUKIANG(Kiangsi 2) JUT(#2)| 166 |96. TANGSHAN(Chihli 10) BELI(FEL0)| 214
37 KIUKIANG(Kiangsi 3) JUTRF(#3)| 166 |97.TATUNG(Anhwei 2) Kil(fE2)| 215
>38.KIUNGCHOW(Kwangtung 2) BEJN(#E2)| 167 |98.TENGYUEH(Yunnan 6) i H(JE6)| 215
39.KIUNGCHOW (Kwangtung 3) BEINF(E3)| 167 |99.TENGYUEH(Yunnan 7) LT ET)| 217
40.KONGMOON(Kwangtung 4) VL1 7(#4)| 168 |100.TIENTSIN(Chihli 11) FE(#E1)| 217
41 KUEILIN(Kwangsi 1) FEM(EEL)| 168|101 TIENTSIN(Chihli 12) FEF(H12)| 221
42 KUEIYANG(Kweichow 1) FPHE1)| 169 | 102. TIENTSIN(Chihli 13) REE()(313)| 223
43 KULIANG(Fukien 5) 4 ([E5)| 169 |103. TSINAN(Shantung 3) FrE(E3)| 224
44 KULING(Kiangsi 4) il (#r4)| 170 |104. TSINAN(Shantung 4) WEF(E4)| 225
45 KUMCHUK (Kwangtung 5) HAT(E5)| 170 |105. TSINGTAU(Shantung 5) Hi(Es)| 225
46. K WANCHENGTZE(North East 6) I T(46)| 171 |106.TSITSIHAR(North East 13) FHIEIR(ZR13)| 226
47 KWEIHWA (Shansi 1) JFE(E )| 172 |107. TUNGHING(Kwangtung 12 ) RIL(HE12)| 226
48 KWEILIN(Kwangsi 2) FEM(EE2)| 172|108, WANHSIEN(Szechwan 5) FEJIS5)| 227
49 KWEIYANG(Kweichow 2) REO®?2)| 173 |109.WENCHOW(Chekiang 6) WINGRE)| 228
50.LANCHOWFU(Kansu 1) 2LJFFCHD)| 173 |110.WUCHOW(Kwangsi 6) FEMI(6)| 228
51.LANCHOW( ) (Kansu 2) 22M()(H2)| 174 |111.WUHU(Anhwei 3) FEWI(E3)| 229
52.LUNGCHOW (Kwangsi 3) HIM(EE3)| 174 |112.YANGCHOW( )(Kiangsu 7) BINFFRT)| 229
53 MANCHOULI(North East 7) WME(ZRT)| 175 |113.YOCHOW (Hunan 7) EMERT)| 230
54 MENGTSZ(Yunnan 3) ZEHGE3)| 177 |114.YOCHOW CITY(Hunan 8) HINIWEHES)| 230
55.MENGTSZ (Yunnan 4) FHE(E4)| 178 |115.YUNNANFU(Yunnan 8) ZRIFF(EB)| 231
56 MOUKDEN(North East 8) FER(&8)| 178 |116. TAHCHENG(Sinkiangl) T )| 233
57. MOUKDEN(North East 9) FERIF(ZR9)| 180 |117.TAHCHENG(Sinkiang 2) BHLOF2)| 233
58 NANCHANG(Kiangsi 5) B EF(ES)| 181 |118. TIHWAFU(Sinkiang 3) HILIFCET3)| 234
59 NANCHANG(Kiangsi 6) BE()@#6)| 181 |119.TIHWA( )(Sinkiang 4) W O)F@)| 234
60.NANKING(Kiangsu 3) BR(FR3)| 182

e RARAFELEE (REFAH BE) —5
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Listing By Province (Republic Of China Period)

Page/ T Page/TT
ANHWEI Province A (i) KWANGSI Province I HE ()
1.NGANKIN L2k 185 1.KUEILIN LA 168
2. TATUNG 2. K78 215 2 KWEILIN 244k 172
3.WUHU 3561 229 3.LUNGCHOW 3.eM 174
CHEKIANG Province HHTE GID 4.NANNING 4mT 183
L.HANGCHOW LA 148 5.NANNING 5.E T 184
2.HANGCHOW 26U | 148 | | 6. WUCHOW o _ 6AE .
3.NINGPO 3.9 186 KWANGTUNG Province I"'HE (&)
4 NINGPO 4T BT 186 1.CANTON LS 132
5NINGPO ST | 187 2 KIUNGCHOW 2,350 167
6. WENCHOW 603 M 228 3. KIUNGCHOW 3TN | 167
CHIHLI Province BERE &) 4.KONGMOON 4.4L17 168
1.CHENGTING LIEE 140 | | SKUMCHUK 5HAT 170
2 KALGAN 2.%%1] 162 6.PAKHOI Gjtfﬁ’ 188
3 PAOTING 3ARE 188 7.SAMSHUI 7.=7K 194
4 PAOTINGFU 4 ARERT 189 8.SHAMEEN 8. VDT 195
5. PEHTAIHO BEACH sAbgiARgL | 190 9.SHEKLUNG 9.F 204
6.PEITATHO 6. LA 190 10.SHUMCHUN 10531 204
7 PEKING 746 191 11.SWATOW 1Lal3k 208
8. SHANHAIKWAN Lg%t | 202 | | 12.TUNGHING 2% | 226
9.TANGKU 9.J 1 213 | "MONGOLIA Province HEE ()
10. TANGSHAN 10,8 1L 214 LRTACHTA LiawE | 163
} : A
11. TIENTSIN 1R 217 | e — e
12 TIENTSIN DRER | 221 NORTH EAST Provinces ?E:_;é (%)
13.TIENTSIN xs) | 223 | | [ANIUNG L& =
. et 2.CHINCHOWFU 2HMNF | 142
FUKIEN Province REE (@) 3.HARBIN 3MRIE | 153
LAMOY : LEM 1291 | 41MIENPO 4—TEH | 160
2.FOOCHOW 248 145 sy 54 164
it 3ARME | 146 | K WANCHENGTZE 6FWT | 171
S DOCHOWOITY. AgEMGE | 1471 g vANCHOULT THME | 175
. AP
SKULIANG 5.3y 169 1| 8 MOUKDEN 8.ERX 178
6.,PAGODAANCH 6.5 25 187 9. MOUKDEN 9.E&KRF | 180
7.SANTUAO o 7. = HR 195 SO NEWCHWANG V0L 184
HONAN Province A &) 11.SUIFENHO L4355 | 208
1.KAIFENG LFFEf 161 12.TAHEIHO 12 K% | 211
HUNAN Province SR ) I3.TSITSTHAR 13.555AR | 226
1.CHANGSHA LK 133 | | SHANSI Province WAEE &)
2.CHANGSHA 2KV 135 1. KWEIHWA LAtk 172
3.CHANGTEH 3FE 136 2.TAIYUAN 2. KR 211
4.CHANGTEH 4R 137 3.TAIYUANFU 3KERF | 213
5.CHENGLINGKI SHEGL | 1391 T SHANTUNG Province WHE (&)
6.SIANGTAN 6.4 206 1.CHEFOO LG 137
B AEE
7.YOCHOW 7&H 2301 5 KIAOCHOW 2J M 163
8.YOCHOW CITY o 8EM | 230 |3 pgaN 35 224
HUPEH Province AL (58) 4.TSINAN 4T | 225
1.HANKOW LA 149 5.TSINGTAU 5.5 & 225
2ICHANG 2HA 1591 " SHENSI Province BEFE & (BE)
3ICHAN G 3HERF | 160 JSSL AN |75 205
| 4.SHAST AP 203 | | 5 SIANFU 2790 | 205
KANSU Province Hifd E_‘H’) 3.SIAN( ) 3.79%() | 206
L.LANCHOWFU L2 173 | "'SZECHWAN Province B CmE
2.LANCHOW( ) ] 2250 | 174 | CHENTU lmll.lﬁgé) D 140
KWEICHOW Province =iE (2 2.CHENGTU 2R | 141
1.KUEIYANG L.k 169 3.CHUNGKING 3ER 144
2 KWEIYANG 2.85FHC) 173 4,CHUNGKING A4 EPF 145
KIANGSI Province ST (52) | SWANHSIEN _ sTiE 221
L.LANYUAN KI 1228 131 YUNNAN Province “EE GH
2 KIUKIANG 2. UL 166 1.AMI 1.JT gk 129
3.KIUKIANG kW man i 166 2.HOKOW 2.0 158
4 KULING 4 B4 170 3.MENGTSZ 3.5 H 177
5 NANCHANG 5./ ENF 181 4 MENGTSZ 4FHHE 178
6 NANCHANG 6HE() | 181 5.SZEMAO 5.8 210
KIANGSU Province IHE G g;ﬁggggg 3;@% T 513
1.CHINKIANG LT 142 & SFNICENEL 8=
: . ZHR | 231
2.CHINKIANG QTR | M43 | b - Lol
3 NANKING M 182 SINKIANG Province Ea G
A STIANGEAL 4 L 196 1.TAHCHENG LEST | 233
5.SZEMAO e 207 2. TAHCHENG 28() | 233
6.SUCHOW 645 M 207 3. TTHWAFU 31@{{}?‘»{' 234
7.YANGCHOW() 1M | 228 | | 4THWAQ) AdieC) | B4
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Brief History Of The Founding Of Zhong Hua Min Guo &
Zhong Hua Min Guo Overprints Of 1912

Yen Ping Sei, Stephen
PREAMBLE

When I started to form my Zhong Hua Min Guo collection decades ago, I was then
fascinated by the overprinted issues of 1912 because they truly reflect the events of the times
whether they be historical or postal administration related events. As time went by, there was
insignificant addition to my collection simply because the provisional neutrality issues were so
difficult to obtain on covers on the one hand, and I was not prepared to pay hefty sums which
could have been used to replenish other important items in a dozen of my other collections on
the other hand. There was this moment of evaluation when I decided to sell non—postmark
items already in my collection and to utilize the proceeds towards reinforcing numerous other
collections. At the nick of time, the R. Mizuhara collection of 1912 local overprints appeared
in a major auction and my friend, the proprietor of a mail auction house, had a casual chat with
me to sound out my interest in this lot. I was undecided initially when this friend told me he
will bid for this collection because the ample information of 1912 local overprints may become
valuable additions to catalogues of Chinese stamps, and indeed when he later secured this lot, a
complete set of multi—colored copies was furnished to a famous local publisher of Chinese stamps
catalogues and much of the information therein is incorporated into the chapter relating to the
Local Overprints Of The Republic Of China. As for me, my friend gave the whole collection for
me to pick and choose, with individual prices clearly labeled and the items which I have chosen
are now presented in this book. I could have asked him to give me the whole collection were it
not for the presence of certain items with cancellations of lunar year Xin Hai of 1911. Soon after
this important addition, another collection of errors and varieties relating to overprinted issues
appeared and naturally I invited all of them to grace my collection. As you can see, this is not, to
say the least, a postmarks collection but in essence some memorable excursion to a wonderful side
garden which I had made one day when I was young, in philatelic age scale.

In all fairness, the chapter on overprinted stamp issues could have been a mediocre one if not
for the local overprints on express letter stamps and “Found Broken & Officially Sealed” labels
which save the day and the items displayed in this book represented my thirty years persistent
effort. Come to think of it, I haven’t come across a single item of this category during the past five
years !

Earlier this year, I have already produced two books on Zhong Hua Min Guo daters:
“Continued Use Of Lunar Year Daters In Zhong Hua Min Guo, 1912-1917” and “Min Guo
Calendar Daters Of 1912-1917” and to complete the study of Min Guo Daters 1912-1917 I
decided to add an appendix to this book and give it a separate name “Common Era Daters of
1912-1917". Bisected circle bilingual daters form a major part of this category of daters and they
have been studied in detail in my earlier book “Bisected Bilingual Circular Daters” published in
2008 and relevant extracts are edited in the appendix as reference material. Some other forms
of daters with year in common era reckoning are also included. My next two books will focus on
Hong Xian Empire daters (1 January to March 23, 1916) and ideally the first book contains two
collections both entitled “Hong Xian Empire 83 Days” the first emphasizes the issuing dates, and
the latter records the similar 83 days on postal stationery cards; the second book will be dedicated
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to another collection formed on scarcer postmarks of the period, official covers and items of
interest, supplemented by express letter stamps and used junk stamps with yet another chapter
on the classification of all daters in both books in chronological order and classified into various
provinces.

Brief History Of The Founding Of Zhong Hua Min Guo

The book begins with a Chinese Imperial Post letter sheet (Type V), used from Sian of Shensi
Province on 18th day 8th moon of the year Xin Hai which corresponded to October 9, 1911 the
day before Wuchang Revolution. Less than a dozen of the commercially used Chinese Imperial
Post letter sheets are known to date and this one recorded the latest date of usage. Two other
postal stationery cards dispatched on the same day ensue, just to prelude the coming of a true
gem of postal history : the 1911 postcard with U.S.S. HELENA ship log printed on reverse which
gives an account of events in Hankow and along Yangtsekiang during the period October 10-12,
1911 when Wuchang Revolution was actually taking place there and then. Even though Zhong
Hua Min Guo was officially founded on January 1, 1912 decree relating to abdication to throne by
Emperor Xuan Tong (dated February 12) was proclaimed on February 14, 1912 when another post
card from Shanghai recorded this event and the writer wrote thereon “...... Today the ‘Republic
of China’ has been proclaimed, the abdication of the Throne was published this morning”.

Recording historical events on postcards help to preserve moments in history when the
Commercial Press issued a set of 200 cards depicting various events and scenes of the Wuchang
Revolution. I was only able to lay my hands on around 70, and in consideration of copy right
issues, those with stamps affixed and canceled are included in this book. At least three different
releases are apparent, and some of these cards had been used from Anking (Anhwei Province),
Kiaochow (Shantung Province), Foochow (Fukien Province) and Hankow (Hupeh Province).
Two of these cards went through the postal system including the one from Hankow when the
writer indicated that he will send more postcards of the Revolution to the addressee. The
Commercial Press must have taken a great political risk in issuing these cards. Another series
had been released by Japanese publisher, not identical with the Commercial Press set, perhaps
the information came from another comparable source. Other Japanese publishers issued multi-
coloured embossed cards which are quite impressive and a few examples are included here.

Zhong Hua Min Guo Overprints of 1912

(1) Provisional Neutrality Overprint

Only two Foochow local covers, one franked 3c pair and the other 3c single respectively
canceled 9 MAR 12 and 19 MAR 12 Foochow daters are illustrated in the book, together with a
block of 9 showing extensive plate crack and canceled Foochow dater 16 FEB 12.

(2) Zhong Hua Min Guo Provisional Neutrality Overprints

These issues had been sold at Hankow, Changsha (only the 1c overprint) and Nanking. Five
philatelic covers all from Nanking are grouped here, one with $2 franking (96 sold in Nanking),
another with $1 franking (96 sold in Nanking) and still another with 16¢ franking (75 sold in
Nanking), all of them canceled with March 22 1912 Nanking daters.

(3) Local Overprints On Coiling Dragon Issues

A ‘great majority of the items presented here originated from the Mizuhara collection but still
there is no guarantee on authenticity, a typical example would be Soochow overprint with dubious
“One Year” cancel. The nine covers are all genuine, three of them including the Kweichow
overprint are particularly eye catching with correct postage and commercial usage. Incidentally
I forgot to include TSINSHAN bisected bilingual dater into my eatlier book entitled “Bisected
Bilingual Circular Daters” published in 2008.
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(4) Statistical Department, Commercial Press & Waterlow & Sons Overprinted Issues

Postal historians still do not have definite conclusion as to the arrival date of the above
mentioned overprinted issues on Chinese Imperial Post coiling dragon stamps. A spectacular
Statistical Department trial overprint in red, arranged in 12 panes of 4 x 5 on thin native paper
begins this chapter. Another interesting and bewildering item illustrated at page 25 deepens the
earliest usage puzzle when Statistical Department and Waterlow & Sons overprints on 14 low
value coiling dragon stamps or postage due stamps appear on a philatelic cover canceled Shanghai
dater of Yuan Nian January 12 Jt&E—H+—H). Did the overprinted stamps arrive on January 12
1912 and the cover was made by post office staff for record purposes ? Or was the month and day
both in lunar calendar reckoning so that the actual date in common era reckoning was February
29, 1912 7 Since these overprinted stamps had been used across China for nearly two and half
years, only the usage of high values on covers are illustrated in this book.

Philatelic covers franked complete set of stamps may not be popular with collectors who
wish to exhibit their collections, but they do give valuable information as to the earliest date
of usage from a particular post office and the two covers from Canton in page 33 is a perfect
example : 8 values of the overprinted issues were used on an April 22 1912 registered cover from
Canton to Hong Kong and 7 other values of the set and additional 1/2 ¢ were used on another
similar cover sent to the same addressee the ensuing date. Let us go back in time to this post office
in Canton, the postmaster still had stock of Chinese Imperial Post stamps and the overprinted
issues had just arrived. Naturally he would like to exhaust the former before selling the latter. The
denomination of the stamps used on these covers reveals interesting facts : some denominations
had been sold out and the use of the overprinted issues just began, and when the persistent sender
requested for other denominations to make a full set, the rest was only available the ensuing day.
This fictitious story reminds us to understand the underlying facts, asking questions and trying
to solve them by placing yourself in the actual situation there and then. Perhaps the sender
intended to lower the risk by sending the high value stamps on two different covers ? Another
full set franking Shanghai local philatelic cover illustrated yet another interesting fact : of the 15
values, only 1/2¢c, 3c, $1 and $5 are Waterlow & Sons overprints, perhaps the sender waited till
12 December 12 to make this cover when a complete mixed overprints set was available from
Shanghai post office. This reinforced my assertion that postmasters always preferred to clear the
old stock and new stamps of the era, even though available, were put on hold and released after
exhaustion of old stock. A delightful trio of registered covers respectively franked $5 Statistical
Department overprint and $2 and $5 Waterlow overprints appear in pages 32, 34 and 38, even
though the postage were excessive on all of them, yet they give this wonderful feeling of natural
commercial usage.

Errors and varieties of these overprinted issues on covers and post cards display quite an
interesting range, apart from the familiar retouch to Chinese character “One” of the one cent
stamp recorded on 5 examples with Statistical Department, Waterlow & Sons and Commercial
Press overprints, many inverted overprints, including $2 Statistical Department overprint on
cover, are illustrated in the book. Some minor varieties such as retouch to One of $1 in mint
block of 4, re-entry to Two of $2 in mint block of 12 and another spectacular $2 mint block of 4
with inverted overprint with one stamp exhibiting re—entry to Two variety. Displaced overprints,
disposed first character of the overprint, plate cracks on 3c stamps etc. make up the rest and this
errors and varieties group which needs only a few more comparable items to form an independent
exhibition frame in its own right.

(5) Overprints on Postage Due Stamps

My experience tells me that it was extremely difficult to secure postage due covers with
Republic overprints on postage due stamps and only 6 items are illustrated in this book, two
of them are incoming covers from United Kingdom to Changsha and Peking with postage due
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charged at 24 cents and 12 cents respectively. The eye catching red band cover in page 40 was
sent from Ningpo to Shanghai, originally handled by Min Hsin Chu and was seized by staff of the
official postal system when postage due of 9 cents was levied and the overprinted postage due
stamps of 4c and 5¢ were affixed over the Min Hsin Chu marking.

(6) Overprints on Postal Stationery Cards

There was only one type of official Statistical Department overprint on Chinese Imperial
Post 4th issue postal stationery cards. A few “local overprints” on postal stationery card had been
reported, two or three of them even appeared at international auction houses in Hong Kong but
as you can see, none of them is illustrated here because my primary interest is in postmarks. Of
the 8 items in this book, one is the April 18 1912 example of early usage as compared to another
2.5.28 late usage. A double card was commercially used in Shanghai on April 22, 1912 along with
five other items used from various provinces. Personally I haven’t seen usages from Sinkiang, Tibet
and Mongolia but at a recent public auction, a telephone call interrupted my bidding for an item
originating from Yunnan Province. Indeed a separate frame to study the usage of the overprinted
postal stationery card from various provinces of China or perhaps to record different types of
daters which might appear on them, is an idea worthy of further pursuance.

(7) Local Overprints on Express Delivery Stamps
This section is by far the most interesting and challenging as far as collection and study is

concerned; and in summary, nine types of overprints had been recorded as follows accompanied
by two types of obliterations.

fEE R M Chuanchow (p.49),

Post office name overprinted on  “ Ki&” #&M Foochow (p.49), [ Min__ (p.48).
BRI Peking (52)and YL &R Soochow (p.52)
Sub-office overprint on “ KIGFEEL” I HRNHE 57 (Chefoo sub—office, p.52)
“J.” (Han) overprinton “J&” V0 )1 i #FChengtu (p.48)

“%%” (A character from the
“Thousand Word Prose” ) overprint on “ Vi ”
P

H.F K Tientsin (p.50)

B F#IRE M Kalgan (p.50)
and PO)!| #F Chengtu (p.51)

“BB” (Min Guo) overprint on “ Ki&”

“RIBHEEC” (Min Guo Post) . _
overprint on “ K HEBL” 146 & Wuchang (p.50)

@@ M Changchow (p.48 & 51), VL7575 M
Soochow (p.52) and ELR K Tientsin (p.52)

“rh#” (Zhong Hua) overprint on “Ki&”

“HREERE” (Zhong Hua Min Guo) W& BN Kiaochow (p.48), ERIRFK M
overprint on “ Kig” Kalgan (p.50) and [LIZR i+ Choutsun (p.51)
“thIERE” (Zhong Hua Min Guo) B RE Tientsin (p.52), WFHIE Siantan (p.52)
overprint on “ KIEFHE” (Chinese Imperial Post) and YL#$AYL Chinkiang (p.52)
Obliteration of “IMPERIAL’ from CHINESE FE 2 AE M Foochow (p.48),
IMPERIAL POST and “KiE” from K& EREL and YL75_E¥#§ Shanghai (p.51)

Obliteration of “IMPERIAL’ from CHINESE

U
IMPERIAL POST and “3” from & BB Z P E M Yunnanfu (p.49)

The various overprints are arranged here in chronological order of the basic express letter
stamps and the mint strip of three without overprint, canceled to order by Peking dater 3 APR
12 in page 50 gives some clue that local overprints did not exist before that date. Readers can
rearrange the overprinted stamps in chronological order of their usage and perhaps gain some
insight as to the evolution path of such overprints and how the acts and deeds from post offices
in Peking and Tientsin influenced other post offices in China as a whole. A mint uncut strip of 10
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cents express letter stamp issued by Chinese Post Office concluded this section of Zhong Hua Min
Guo local overprints. Perhaps the study is incomplete without mentioning the T3 (Thousand
Word Prose) because the one thousand characters in this prose had been assigned to various
post offices according to a schedule, for example the first 40 characters had been assigned to
Shanghai and the head office here reassigned individual characters to sub—offices to differentiate
one from the other and the assigned character was usually overprinted before the serial number
of the express letter stamp. Only one example from Tientsin used the assigned character # (taken
from the 54th character of the Thousand Words Prose and assigned to a particular sub—office in
Tientsin) to overprint the Chinese character J& of KIEHE. The schedule under which the one
thousand words had been assigned is of great help to ascertain the origin of these local overprints
to the postal districts only and not the particular sub—office of that postal district, for example 5
(Foochow), # (Yunnanfu), % (Chengtu) etc. but without further indication of which particular
sub-office within such postal districts. After the 1000 characters had been fully exhausted, a new
schedule was adopted by using the character K as prefix to another character from the Thousand
Word Prose for use by newly established post office.
(8) Local Overprints on Found Broken & Officially Sealed Labels

Only two types are known to date, the Canton overprint which is recorded only on mint
and used labels and the Foochow overprint with only one example on 11 JUL 12 cover to U.S.A.
I have seen a complete sheet of overprinted labels in mint condition, and one stamp has the
inverted overprint. A single label with inverted Canton overprint is illustrated here.

This concludes my collection of Zhong Hua Min Guo Overprints, formed when I was in my
philatelic teenage, with ambition and enthusiasm to lay hands on all interesting items of Zhong
Hua Min Guo within the prudently chosen time slot of 1912-1917.

Appendix : Common Era Daters Of 1912-1917.

Dollar Chop----the Foochow and Newchwang dollar chops are again illustrated here (as
opposed to previous illustration under “Min Guo Calendar Daters”) because one set of dates in
this dater was based on common era calendar.

Bisected Circle Bilingual Dater----by far the most prolific group of daters using common era
calendar belongs to this type. It’s interesting to note that some post offices such as Chinhai,
Chinkiangpu, Hanyang, Kiasing, Kowloon, Tungchow, Whampoa, Woosung and Wusueh
discontinued to use this type of dater after the founding of Zhong Hua Min Guo but the rest
of the group was joined by plenty of newcomers such as : Changsha and Chengtu (both with

TR\ SR\ @*&% TN

CHANGSHA) (CHENGTU KALGAN

Il MAR 23 JUN I0JAN IS
19 15 15

SHEKLUNG

9 DEC
31

PEHTAIHO BEACH

LANCHOWFU
I4JuL

25AUG20

TIHWAFU
(URUMTSI)
8MAY

SHAMEEN

16 APR
19

SHUMCHUN

I ocT
13

lo
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extra Chinese character for “fu”), Chingchowfu, Kalgan, Kiachta, Kirin, Kueilin, Kwanchengtze,
Kweiyang(Chinese character “fu” excised), Lanchowfu, Manchouli, Peitaiho Beach, Shameen,
Sheklung, Shumchun, Tengyueh (with extra Chinese character for “ting”) and Tihwafu. A new
discovery Wuhuhsien (Wuhu) is included even though its authenticity is still to be confirmed.

Up to 1917, the addition of numerals inside the dater after English name are recorded and

four examples from HARBIN II, PEKING (I), PEKING (2) and PEKING (3) are illustrated.

[FRD /TN [RAN

HARBIN IT PEKING (1) PEKING(®2 PEKING(3)
AUG 6 13 AUG 140CT26 28MAY |8
18 12 16 17

In 1912, three post offices of Chungking, Newchwang and Peking only used Arabic numeral
“2” to represent “12”, with another exmple from Moukden using "4" to represent 14. Shanghai
Post Office also adopted this method but the five examples come from a later period of 1918 to

1921,
CHUNGKING)  (NEWCHWAHG
2| MAR 17 JUL
2 2
‘\}— 0 Q

SHANGHAI

2 AUG 8
9

SHANGHAI

25JUL 1
11

SHANGHAI

S JAN 2
|

SHANGHAI
9 DEC |
16

SHANGHAI
23JAN 9
10

Central Panel Type Bilingual Daters From Tientsin----Tientsin sub—offices “C” and “D” all
adopted year in common era reckoning in their central panel type bilingual daters with month
expressed in English (three letters).

Unique Central Panel Chinese Language Type From Foochow----This comes as a complete
surprise and in an effort to exemplify post office’s neutral status before the abdication to Throne
announcement by Emperor Xuan Tong, Foochow postmaster devised a neutral dater with year
expressed in Chinese characters “FliJ& |5 1=" arranged in two rows and it reads : “WESTERN
CALENDAR One Nine One Two”. A much simpler way is to indicate the year as 1912 just
like the Tientsin sub—office daters, why bother to use #if& and even more weird type of archaic
Chinese numeral I’¥1—? Anyway, I consider this dater to be a “provisional neutrality” dater and
I sincerely congratulate its owner because it is a true gem of Zhong Hua Min Guo daters simply
because it is the earliest dater recorded after the founding of the Republic on January 1, 1912.

Commemorative Daters----Only the Shanghai Charity Convention in May 1912 adopted
three different types of commemorative daters with year month date annotation in common era
reckoning. This event took place on May 26-28, 1912 but later extended for three more days
until June 1. Only a few complete sets of first day commemorative cancels in three different types
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on 4th issue Chinese Imperial Post postal stationery cards are known to date. I was able to acquire
one of the three cards with circular type dater of May 27 (second day) and a commercially used
post card with “scroll” type dater (first day) as illustrated in this book at page 76-77.

Bureauw Ambulant Daters----Zhong Hua Min Guo applied to join the Universal Postal Union
in 1912 and was admitted as a member in 1914 . Soon after admission free and reciprocal
transmission of mail items with fellow members increased and the railway system within China
had to be re—organized to form a more efficient feeder service to connect the Trans—Siberian
Railway when Peking-Moukden Train Post Office was transformed into Bureau Ambulant No.1
whilst the Tientsin—Pukow Train Post Office was transformed into Bureau Ambulant No. 2.
In the top segment of the dater, another numeral 1, 2 or 3 indicated different to and fro trips
and there are two different arrangements of terminal stations. Theoretically all this add up to 6
combinations for each of Peking—Moukden and Tientsin—Pukow Bureau Ambulant daters but a

few of them had yet to be recorded. Only the following nine examples are illustrated in this book.

BU/ N MU, LY
OBy N MLy,
é{‘ %\é\"{g& %0/ <§\%\’§\"3@7§§ /\?o/ <§\\ %\@" 1@ =kl %\ RES

2 JAN18

MOUKDEN-_EEKING
T

PEKING ~MOUKDEN
E-S3

22 FEB {7

PEKING - MOUKDEN
i3

MOUKDENﬁKING
T

PUKOW KU-TIENTSIN
\l >

TIENTSIN-PUKOW KU

PUKQW KU-TIENTSIN
H ¥ W 7

PUKOW KU-TIENTSIN
‘( >

EPILOGUE

Year 2011 marks the centenary anniversary of Wuchang Revolution when a series of
functions to celebrate this memorable event will take place in Hupeh Province where the actual
event took place in 1911. I am not sure whether a philatelic exhibition will be held there or not
but I did my best to prepare and publish my Zhong Hua Min Guo collection in three separate
books followed by two more books on Hong Xian Empire daters of 1916, aiming to share my study
with the philatelic public and I sincerely hope that more and more philatelists will take interest in
the postmarks of this period, 19121917 and form Zhong Hua Min Guo collections under various
subjects of their own preference.

Undoubtedly, some postmarks may have been omitted unknowingly and some subjects have
only been studied superficially, but this series of five books represent thirty years’ efforts of only
one individual who took interest, diligently collected and studied, and now shares information
and knowledge in a generous way. Not only the scans and knowledge is now shared, the future
sale proceeds from these collections will go to charitable deeds such as the financial aid to build
primary and secondary schools in rural districts in China and I am pleased to inform readers that
I have already assisted in the rebuilding of 6 school buildings, two each in Kiangsi, Shensi and
Kweichow Provinces benefiting more than 3,000 students therein. The sharing standards will be
upgraded a few years later after all the books I intend to publish have been completed when I will
rearrange each item in my various collections in the form of exhibition pages and create a website
to house all of them under diverse subjects for free browsing by general public. It is only through
sharing that the king of hobbies will make you realize it is THE hobby for you.
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