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her & 15.-- gesandt.--~ Ableger ven Akasien

Reben wir dieses Jahr merkwirdiger veise keiml
Tie As Wueherm aber dermassen, dass Tu wenn
Ju einenm »aum hast, machker gine mmenge habe’

wirste-= - 8trelewm kestet hier gutes beindh
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Tamen, I. )ars 1916.

Tieker =r, Tvhn, R
se lwn (0 ) heisst
etwa felgendes: \olkwimw‘, ulknunmu
effentliche Jeinung, leinwmg aus dem be-
treffendem Cebiet,Stimme des Velkes, ete.
Je nagh dem vuumenhlm.

censt miehts Vewes. Ven der Prurloi
auf chameen hast Pw deek @uek eime susehrift
.rn.lt.u'? Diese [fdelrasse” der Franzesen
und mglender! Ilathansen hat dem Framzesen
juulnnl ganz kerrekt mehr als deppelt
nrnku‘nl\lt.
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Ipear pr. Kilbern:-

Your pest card fellewed me te

Chungking and then back here. Was glad te get it.

e had an uneventful trip here;-anf made it in five

days. I vent dewn in three 2nd a half-deys, was away

in all twelve Mys. Ne treuble in chungkmgat all,
& Wilferds left Friday last. The

weunded here are gradually getting- better, and

While cenvelescing are transferrcd te- -Tzetsew, and

then 'n te shengtu. Abeut seventy left here yet.

New-hespital goH)ng aleng nicely,

— Plastering new, and putting dewn attic fleer.
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the hespital, 2
frem Lu Chew, t
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at La Ch'i.

Lo Ae

yery busy wit
nd mere cem
e lessen the werk there. I guess they
will ge en up the line

nave heard that there is fighting 4t
Lu Chew but de net knew hew true it all is. They
say ten theusand ef the Nertherners have gene dewn
river, and th¢4Zunan.ao have gained heert and

are advancing en Lu Chew, having zained a v ictery™
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83 Day Hong Xiam Empire Daters

83 Day Hong Xian Empire Daters

Yen Ping Sei, Stephen

F 19055, HHIF LI E B E
BERORAZLBE, RFIHCBAREE, MTHEMINFRAEETLEL L,

The previous record relating to exhibition of complete range of 83 “Hong Xian Empire”
daters from January 1 to March 23 of 1916 appeared in a book entitled “Sixty Years Of Stamp
Collecting” by Jiang Zhi Fang (Z¥EH 3 (HEMB/N+4) ) in which the author mentioned
that a six frame collection of 83 day Hong Xian Empire daters took place in the 5th New York
Exhibition in 1956 and that another renowned philatelist S. X. Zhao (i&X1t:#) once met him
in the mid-1950’s and amidst conversation, Zhao indicated that he had 500 to 600 Hong Xian
Empire covers, cards, pieces and single used stamps with junk frankings cancelled simple “Yuan
Nian” daters but he did not elaborate whether covers and cards alone could make up a full
collection embodying the entire 83 days. The myth deepened when Zhao told him that this
collection had been robbed while he was on a train trip to Harbin in 1932. Since then, the story
has become a legend and no one had the courage to form similar collection(s) but three decades
ago, I was determined to take a long shot at this seemingly unreachable target, to see what an
average person with average resources, due diligence and vigilance can achieve if he pursues
the path of Zhao. The result is two complete collections illustrated in this book, all on complete
covers and post cards (except one piece canceled by dater which include characters “Hong Xian”
in the dater). Naturally I collected used stamps and pieces as well and these can well be used for
one frame collections of the similar subject.

Up to now I haven’t seen “Yuan Nian” daters earlier than January 4 and philatelic public
may have to accept that there are only 80 items with Yuan Nian daters in a perfect collection of
Hong Xian Empire daters, with fifth year daters for the first three days from January 1 to 3. The
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first collection is a near perfect in that Yuan Nian dater was unavailable for only one day and for
the rest 79 days, Yuan Nian daters actually canceled stamps on covers or cards, save and except
the two pieces mentioned earlier. The outstanding feature of this collection is that one item was
dispatched on each of the 83 days and the daters listed in the summary are originating cancels,
transit and arrival daters are excluded from the 83 day count except February 14. Particular items
worth mentioning are (1) January 4 item in page 8 from Ashiho of the Northeast Provinces, (2)
January 15 item in page 14 from Shwangchengbao of the Northeast Provinces with Yuan altered
from five, (3) January 23 item (pagel8 and back cover) from Tihwa of Sinkiang Province on large
official cover (4) cut out piece from postal stationery card with Hohsien “Hong Xian” dater of
February 7 in page 25.

The second collection is a supplemental collection to illustrate that ambitious aims cannot
always be achieved even with diligence, vigilance and resources over three decades. In principal,
the original intention was to form a similar collection exclusively on postal stationery cards, but
as every Chinese postmark specialists know, the amount of Hong Xian daters on postal stationery
cards are very limited and in order to embody the entire range of 83 days, transit and arrival daters
had to be taken into account, and even this remedial measure cannot save the day when eleven
covers had to be added to form a complete collection. I am still proud to present this collection
to readers because the quest continues after the publishing of this book, one by one I will exert
continued efforts to secure proper items replacing the space fillers but I really don't know how
long it will take to conclude this unfinished symphony? The highlights of this collection comprise
(5) Yuan Nian January 4 cds of Ninghai in page 54, (6) Kiaochow-Tsinan Express Train dater
February 25 in page 72 and (7) Peking Hankow First Section No. 13 dater of March 3 in page 74.

Many of my friends may be disappointed not to find vast numbers of “Hong Xian Yuan Nian”
daters, “Year One” daters and other daters with strokes of character “five” excised to read “yuan’,
please rest assured that all these will appear in the next book on Hong Xian Empire Daters which
will study these rare cancels in more detail, along with usages from Sinkiang, Mongolia and the
Northeast Provinces. Another interesting aspect is the study of Hong Xian Empire daters from
various branch offices in Peking because Yuan Nian, fifth year and five altered to yuan daters had
been recorded from various branch offices in Peking and in several cases, two different types of
cancels had been used by the same branch office during this period.

Since some space is available here, I illustrate at the very beginning of this article a registered
cover with address written in English, enclosing an invitation to a foreign dignitary to attend a
tea party at nine o’clock in the evening. Just imagine that as early as 1905, Yuan Shih Kai already
had the ambition to become emperor and such ambition was fully exemplified by the adoption of
dragon designs on the cover. Yuan'’s signature on red paper was also enclosed to verify authenticity
and serve as a name card, a usual practice of those days. Dragon design against a red background
is the symbolic of the fiery dragon and year 1916 was also the year of the fiery dragon (M),
what a coincidence!

Hong Kong, February 2011.
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