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It has been reported in early philatelic magazine that a renowned collector successfully
secured from an auction, a lot of junk low stamps on individual pieces, cancelled to order
by Peking branch office No. 7 datestamp of 9™ year 5™ month 13" day, which
corresponded to July 1, 1917 the first day of the abortive restoration, the datestamp is
coarsely made, probably in a hurry or perhaps it is fabricated. These pieces appeared in
John Bull’s end of month auction thirty odd year ago and as you have guessed, I secured
this lot and the scans are included here for record purposes. Please note that all stamps
have paper selvege at top with printed numbers, moreover the junk stamps had been placed
horizontally when applying the postmark and this seems to convey special hidden
meaning?
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Qing Dynasty General Zhang Xun attempted to restore Emperor Hsuan Tung to the throne in
Peking on July 1, 1917 but the abortive restoration only lasted 12 days, nevertheless some post
offices in Chihli Province changed year annotation from 6th year (of Republic) to 9th year (of
Hsuan Tung) at the same time adopted lunar calendar for the month and date. In this example,
9th year 5th month and 22nd day corresponded to July 10, 1917.
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