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EARLY POSTAL HISTORY OF SINKIANG PROVINCE

Sinkiang is the largest province in China, now an autonomous region of the Uighur tribe. As
early as 1762, the Da Qing emperor Qian Long ( %/ ) had already conquered the local
tribes and stationed a General of Ilie to rule the place. The succeeding emperors were either
weaker or did not pay too much attention to this remote mountainous terrain when rebellions of
local tribes abounded and Russia was quick to seize opportunity, entered and occupied Ilie by
force. In 1884 Emperor Guang Xu ( # 4 ) ordered an army to quash uprisings in Sinkiang
under the able leadership of Zuo Zongtang ( 4 % & ) and after successful efforts and ensuing
negotiations with Russia to withdraw from Ilie, a province was formally established and named
Sinkiang, meaning New Domain.

Geographical proximity had promoted Russia to exert enormous influence on Sinkiang and
the first Russian post office was opened 1n Ilie in 1870. After the treaty of Ilie in 1881, Russia
was granted numerous privileges in Sinkiang, including the opening of post offices in various
important cities. Perhaps this was the price paid by the Da Qing Empire for retaining sovereignty
over Sinkiang.

In 1909 the Sinkiang Governor sought permission from Emperor Xuan Tong ( & 4. ) to
organize a Chinese postal system to compete with the vast expanding Russian postal system and
this permission was granted and a post office was opened in Tihwa for the purpose of training
staff with the view to opening of 16 further post offices and 20 sub-offices before official
mnauguration. Official notices had been displayed at prominent locations to announce the open-
ing of Chinese post offices and whilst all records pointed to the 1* day of the third month of
1910 as the commencement date, the notice in pages 7 and 8 evidenced that such notice had
actually been displayed on the 12% day of the 3" month and that official postal service actually
began on the 1*' day of the 4" month, a month later than the announced date recorded in
documents. This frame exhibits items carried by Russian post offices, with further items carried
by Chinese post offices of the Da Qing and Zhong Hua Min Guo ( ¥4 & & ) periods.
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SINKIANG AERIAL POSTS

Located at the north eastern tip of China. Sinkiang Province experienced difficulties in transportation on ac-
count of its mountainous terrain. As early as 1924, the Chinese government had already initiated plans to connect
Sinkiang by way of aerial flights. InMayv 193 1 the Eurasian Aviation Corporation succeeded in establishing an aerial
link between Shanghai and Manchouli with further connection to Russia and thence to other European destinations.
When the North Eastern provinces fell into the hands of Japan from end 193 1, flight services on this route had to be
abandoned and Sinkiang was chosen as an alternative gateway to Europe. Eurasia Aviation Corporation com-
menced experimental flights in Sinkiang as early as December 1932 and after 5 trial flights (3 successful and 2
unsuccessful) the official first flight between Tihwa and Peking took place on 15® December 1932 when the 15¢ and
30c Reaper stamps overprinted “Limited For Use In Sinkiang Province” were handstamped with the Chinese
characters“#% %~ meaning “Air Mail” had been released for use on airmail items, followed by similar type
overprint on 5c and 10¢ Junk stamps in June, 1933.

Even though fraught with difficulties and misfortune, the aerial route between Tihwa and Shanghai was finally
established and this did not last long either because internal upheaval within the province subsequently resulted in
interruption of regular services around December 1933. Undoubtedly philatelists are charmed by the diversity of
precious itemsillustrating various aspects of Sinkiang aerophilately, but there are still unanswered questions such as
(1) lack of official announcements relating to free airmail postage on the first four trial flights and the 50% dis-
counted airmail postage which ensued, (2) the use of 2™ print airmail stamp in Sinkiang dated as early as 27%
November 1932, almost at the same time as the Air Mail overprints when the difference in currency values make
one wonder whether these 2™ print airmail stamps had been sold in silver yuan currency or local currency ? (3) there
islack of documents to support the statement that the 15¢ and 30c¢ Air Mail stamps had been sold at a premium (15¢
sold for 25¢ and 30c¢ sold for 50c) at Hami office after February 1933 due to upward adjustment of airmail postage.
Can experts on Chinese aerophilatelv or advanced collectors specializing on the study of airmail postage rates in
China shed some light and share treasured information with the philatelic public ?
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M, 7R &k 528,

SINKIANG PROVINCE REGULAR DATESTAMPS AND MAIL ROUTES

These 2 frames exhibit the various types of Chinese language and English/Chinese
bilingual type datestamps adopted by various post offices in Sinkiang. The map in the
preceding pages gives a clear insight of the mail routes and every post office on the map is
assigned a number and this number appears also at the top right corner of all the pages in
these two frames of exhibits, enabling the reader to trace the exact location of the post office
in the map.

Five clear mail routes are shown in the map, the longest being the Southern route which
had been forced by geographical limitations to adopt a south-westerly direction to Shuleh
before turning southwards to reach the final destination of Yutien. It is a sheer joy to behold
mail items from 14 different post offices on this route from these two frames and the
ensuing frames on “Double Romanisation” datestamps and Registration handstamps.

There 1s no hard and fast rule as to which type of datestamps were adopted by the
majority of post offices on a particular route. Initially, the “Double Romanisation” type
datestamps were thought to originate from post offices near the Russian border but further
study reveals that they were adopted by post offices where ethnic presence was well repre-
sented and the local postmaster chose to follow the example from Tihwa/Urumtsi just in the

same way as post offices in Chili province follow the lead from the Peking post office.
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DOUBLE ROMANISATION BILINGUAL DATESTAMPS
OF SINKIANG PROVINCE

Most of the early Chinese/English bilingual datestamps in China adopted the Chinese
name and at the same time includes the romanised Chinese name using English alphabets
within the datestamp but at another segment. A fair proportion of post offices in Sinkiang
went a step further to include the romanised indigenous name as well, using smaller English
alphabets and arranged in the same segment as the romanised Chinese name, perhaps
prompted by the inclusion of “Urumtsi” the indigenous name of Tihwa, the provincial
capital. This special type of datestamp can only be found in Sinkiang province, 12 of which
are exhibited in this frame with another (Wensu/Aksu) in the former frames.

After The People’s Republic of China was founded, the authorities considered the
naming history of various cities especially where indigenous presence is well represented
and 1n 1953, a group of inappropriate city names had been renamed by reversion to the
former indigenous names to show respect to the people living there and a typical example is
the abolition of Tihwa by using the new name Urumai (by way of “pin yin’) which though

differed from Urumtsi has an almost identical pronunciation.
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THE REGISTRATION HANDSTAMPS OF SINKIANG PROVINCE

Apart from Tihwa and Kucheng (later renamed Kitai), registration handstamps are
rarely seen from other post offices in Sinkiang. The information gathered from my limited
collection of Sinkiang registration handstamps seem to indicate that only horizontal types
had been used, all four types of Chinese, English, bilingual and blank (hand filled) types
were recorded. In the early vears of Zhong Hua Min Guo, the abolition of “Fu” to form
“Hsien” had a pronounced effect on the datestamps when the letters “Fu” and “Ting” were
purposely excised but it still comes as a surprise to see an example from this frame of
exhibits illustrating the excision of “fu” from the Tihwa registration handstamp

Several items in this frame witnessed the efforts of the same person who sent pre-
addressed covers to various post offices, affixing thereon overpaid registered postage and
the cooperation on the part of various post offices in sending back these covers by registered
mail, thus recording many of the rarer types of registration handstamps from cities near the
remote border areas. Believe it or not, these 21 items in this frame 1s the result of continued
diligent efforts on my part during the past 25 years.
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DOLLAR CHOPS USED IN FUKIEN PROVINCE

Dollar chops were the first standard dater used by the Chinese Imperial Post under the
administration of Sir Robert Hart when he ordered the same to be made in Japan some time in
late 1898 or early 1899. According to existing records, 3 dollar chops had been distributed to
Fukien Province, 2 each for Amoy and Foochow and 1 for Pagoda Anchorage. This frame of
exhibits studies the different types, varieties such as intercalary month, the spelling of JAN or
SEP and the period of usage of the various types.

Six pages are devoted to the study of the Amoy (2 types) and Pagoda Anchorage dollar
chops, followed by the study of the Foochow dollar chops which gave quite a surprise in that
this dollar chop had been used during the 3 different administrations of Guang Xu (% # ),
Xuan Tong (& #.) and Zhong Hua Min Guo (¥ ¥ & &), a feat which can only be
paralleled by the lunar vear datestamp and another non-standard type Kuling datestamp. also
from Fukien province.

In late 1899, smaller circular type bisected bilingual datestamps were handed to various
post offices when all the dollar chops were to be returned to the postal administration head
office for invalidation. However, the Foochow Post Office did not comply with such an order
and instead it lent the Type [ dollar chop for further usage by the Foochow City sub-office
which ordered new slugs for letters and numerals to last through to 1913. When Emperor Xuan
Tong ascended the throne, a new Chinese character Yuan (%) was used to indicate the
auspicious first vear of Xuan Tong’s reign and further new characters Er (X0 and San
( =) were adopted for the 2™ Year (1910) and 3™ Year (1911) of his reign respectively. It is
interesting to note that when the Da Qing Empire was replaced by Zhong Hua Min Guo in
1912, the Foochow Post Office again adopted the character Yuan (%) to denote the auspi-
cious first year of Zhong Hua Min Guo whilst the same character Er (X) was adopted for
the 2™ Year (1913) in which the dater made its last appearance.
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CIRCULAR BISECTED BILINGUAL DATESTAMPS
ANDNON-STANDARD DATESTAMPS

After the withdrawal of the dollar chop in 1899 and before the handing down of
standard lunar year datestamps in 1904, the circular bisected bilingual datestamps were
used, but these were only available to the post offices of Amoy, Foochow, Pagoda Anchorage
and Santuao. Various sub-offices and postal agencies could adopt “nameplate” type “native”
handstamps but instead, quite a number of sub-offices adopted non-standard circular
datestamps, the appearance and development of which 1s the subject matter of study in
respect of these two frames of exhibits.

This frame begins with an example of Customs Foochow cds used in the Imperial Post
Office period of April 1897, followed by examples of 4 types of bisected bilingual cds
mentioned hereinabove. Various non-standard circular datestamps followed, notably the
large circular bilingual Foochow Arsenal and Foochow City (hitherto unrecorded) types, 3
variations to the “Customs” datestamps where the word “Customs” had been replaced by
Chinese characters Foochow, or Inner Foochow City or completely excised.

The most delightful “double arch” type non standard datestamps have been recorded
from 11 sub-offices and one of which emerged to be a shining star : the double arch type
used by Kuling post offices transited through 3 administrations of Guang Xu, Xuan Tong
and Zhong Hua Min Guo and rightfully accompanies the Foochow dollar chop for a place
in the Hall of Fame for the long lasting datestamps of the Chinese Imperial Post period.
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NAMEPLATE AND OTHER HANDSTAMPS
USED IN FUKIEN PROVINCE

This frame studies the various I.P.O. tieprints and pa kua handstamps used
from Amoy, Foochow and Pagoda Anchorage and the various nameplate type
handstamps adopted by various sub-offices and postal agencies.

Altogether 20 different nameplate handstamps are exhibited in this frame. The
postal stationery card with Hong Kong stamps in combination franking from
Kinningfu to London which rightfully deserves the prestigious position as frontispiece
of the book, recorded 4 different types of such handstamps together with the Foochow
[.P.O. tieprint on the same item. Some registration and postage paid handstamps
are also included 1n this frame.

The ensuing frames on circular lunar year datestamps explained to some extent
the disappearance of the nameplate handstamps listed in this frame because sub-
offices adopted the lunar year datestamps from 1904 onwards and discontinued the

use of the nameplate handstamps.
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LUNAR YEAR DATESTAMPS USED IN FUKIEN PROVINCE

All of the five types of circular lunar year datestamps had been used by various
post offices in Fukien Province and the rarest central box Chinese/English type were
only recorded from post offices in Amoy, Foochow, Foochow City, Kulangsu and
Santuao.

Intercalary month occurred three times during the life span of the lunar vyear
datestamps, 1n 1904, 1909 and 1911, and a third issue postal stationery card in these
two frames of exhibits illustrated three different types of intercalary month datestamps
on the same card.

Zhong Hua Min Guo was founded on the 1* of January 1912 when the lunar year
notation in the regular datestamps were ordered to be changed to Yuan Nian (first
year) but 3 post offices in Kulangsu, Mamoi and Kwangtseh still used the lunar year
notation of Ren Zi ( &% ) in the early months of 1912.

Many post offices in Fukien applied their lunar year datestamps even on transit
items and this resulted in 7 items with 3 or 4 dispatch, transit and arrival datestamps,

indicating clear mail routes within the province.
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