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Commencing August 1924, for the period between May and October every year, China National
Post can arrange, in an effort to shorten delivery time, the newly founded Moscow-Koenigsberg Air
Line to carry mails to Europe, after the same had been carried by Trans-Siberian Railroad from
Manchouli to Moscow. Later in 1925, mail items could be sent from Berlin to destination by air and
still later in 1926 the airline service was extended to Berlin so that from Moscow onwards, mails were
carried by air all the way. i.e. the “all-up” airmail service..
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D N B ~ In general, the prepayment of international
postage on mail items originating from China is rather uncommon.
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Sender from the southern provinces also had knowledge of aerial service from Moscow to Berlin
as illustrated by 1925.6.30 registered cover Amoy to London endorsed “Peravionia Moscow”. The 50c
postage paid represented international letter rate 10c, registration fee 10c air fare for Moscow to Berlin
flight 30c. The lack of Moscow, Berlin transit and London arrival daters fail to disclose in more detail
the save in delivery time resulting from such aerial trip.
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Bilingual Russian and French
Par Avion label appeared on this
1.9.26 registered airmail cover

from Harbin with manuscript
BO3AYIWNAR endorsement “Via Siberia &
Par o Moscow”, the transit backstamps
avion / . .
(¥ ey i evidenced that the trip from
: , == S Moscow to Berlin was completed
Lo ey . mf\‘hﬂ@ on the same day, 10.9.26. The
Lo a1 "‘R'J”" 2 ) | 60c postage paid includes 10c

» international letter rate, 10c
registration and 30c airfare, and over payment of 10c.
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With the advancement of aerial flight technology and experience, an American John Henry Mears
started “Round the World” flight on June 28, 1928. The plane started from New York and flew over
the Atlantic Ocean, Siberia and stopped at Manchouli and Japan. This postcard from Manchouli to
York England, reached New York after 12 days, sending a loud and clear message that airmail service
can replace overland train service in the very near future.
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Commencing from June 1929, airmail service between Irkutsk and Moscow has been established,
resulting in further saving of delivery time because mail for European destinations can now take two
airmail passages, one from Irkutsk to Moscow and then from Moscow to Berlin.
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After persistent efforts, preparation and trial flights, the first flight of the Shanghai-Manchouli
International Air Route by Eurasia Aviation Corporation took place on May 31 to June 6, 1931 and by
that time, sender of airmail items to Berlin or beyond, already made use of the “all up” airmail service
from Irkutsk to Moscow and Moscow to Berlin. Nevertheless, the passage from Manchouli to Irkutsk
was still by way of Trans-Siberian Railroad. The following cover paid a total postage of $2.40
(inclusive of 80c for Irkutsk/Moscow passage and 60c for Moscow/Berlin passage), illustrating hefty
increase of postage in an effort to shorten delivery time.
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This cover from Shanghai on 6.6.1931 also paid the $2.20 “all-up airmail” postage but did not
specify in manuscript. Ten days later it transited Berlin on 16.6.31 via Luftpost.

FEARIEIFTEY ERTESAE 6 H 16 HALTE, 6 A 25 HEFmMNE, 6 A 29 HE[m A, FEAfErIifE
TERE IR 2 O R [ ST e B AT 22 AR -

The return “First Flight” flew from Berlin on June 16, 1931 transiting Manchouli June 25 and
arriving Nanking June 29 as illustrated by the above cover. The manuscript on front did not specify air
passage from Moscow to Irkutsk.
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This 1931.8.5 airmail cover from Nanking to Stolp Germany paid the “all-up” airmail postage of
$2.75, just before the outbreak of “Mukden Incident” on 1931.9.18, it arrived Manchouli on 13.8.31

and Berlin on 24.8.31. During the 3.5 months time from May 31 to September 18 1931, mails paying
“all-up” airmail postage are quite scarce.
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An airmail cover from Stolp to Nanking on 1931.8.26 recorded the arrival time at Manchouli as
September 8, transit time 13 days, 5 days more that the time taken from Manchouli to Berlin shown on

the previous “all-up” airmail cover. The trip from Moscow to Irkutsk by Trans-Siberian Railroad
instead of airmail service explains the extra 5 days required.
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Soon after the Mukden Incident on September 18, 1931, Japanese Army began to occupy
Northeast Provinces by force but the airmail cover from Shanghai on September 24 did manage to
arrive Manchouli on October 3 but it took an inexplicable one month’s time to reach Paris.
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An airmail cover from Harbin on 1931.10.3 reached Manchouli on 10.5, since the English
instruction indicated airmail passage from Irkutsk to Moscow, it was delivered as such and arrived
Berlin 10.19. without any delay caused by possible holding up pending censorship.
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After October 1931, Shanghai-Manchouli air route was closed owing to political situations
there and then but the Chinese Post Office at Manchouli was still functioning and the following
registered airmail cover from Kweiyang 14 12 20 (1931) to Paris (11 1 32) marked “Via Siberia” took
28 days to reach destination. The sender was mindful in payment airmail postage to Hankow in order
to shorten delivery time.
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The Chinese Post Office continued its services until its evacuation on July 13, 1932; before that
date, it was still possible to transit mail items from Europe (carried by air to Irkutsk) to mainland
China as evidenced by the 1A AT 5 ;',Zf B e o ¥
following two covers from | SA{ex emaaserze 66 e -

Manchester England to '
Shanghai dated 1931.75
and 7.15 both with Par =

Avion label and English
manuscript instruction “Via
Siberia”. This pair could be
said to be the latest batch of
mail items entering China
via the Trans-Siberian
Railroad before withdrawal
of the Chinese Post Office.

1932.

Na s @

ifig




REF AR A UE B P Y 15.7.32 HEL, £ TARISCES S 2 ), $2
HE AR BIREWEE 25 77, (PR 2R ETRATE R RS, SR R gt a2 )
& 75 oy o (BrEEERNER, TEREEHCEEE B0 AW /Y —2FHERER, 2k
AAEFFEPI R SRS FIRIT AR, 5L 4 VI 32 IEA S et -

An airmail cover from Shanghai was franked Hall $2 canceled Shanghai standard dater 15.7.32
with PAR AVION label and manuscript “Kindly hold till called for” The $2 postage can be broken
down into 25c international letter rate, $1 Irkutsk to Moscow airmail postage and 75c Moscow to
Vienna airmail postage. By the time it reached Manchouli, the Chinese Post Office there had already
evacuated, a few staff members stayed behind to provide an extra week service and arranged this item
get onto the Trans-Siberian Railroad and subsequently took two air passages to Vienna successfully
arriving there 4 V111 32.
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With abandonment of Manchouli as the gateway for “all-up” service from Shanghai to Europe, the
persistent Eurasia Aviation Corporation undertook to open up a new (less convenient) aerial service
from Shanghai to Tihwa in Sinkiang Province with view to connecting the Trans-Siberian Railroad
and the airmail services network beyond. After several trial flights involving plane crashes, the first
successful trial flight from Peiping to Tihwa took place on 19 December 1931, with return trial flight
on January 7, 1932 as illustrated by the pair of trail flight covers illustrated above.
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After almost a complete year’s further trial flights, preparations and assessment of political
situations, the formal launch of the Shanghai-Tihwa airmail service began on 15 December 1932. Prior




to this, Sinkiang Post Office issued two “Airmail” stamps by overprinting Chinese characters meaning
“Airmail” on Reaper 15c and 30c, both already overprinted “For Use In Sinkiang Only”. The above
are two covers illustrating the first day use of the “Airmail” stamps and the regular First Flight from
Shanghai to Tihwa.
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With civil unrest breaking out in Sinkiang from late December 1932, service became intermittent
and by September 1933 was essentially abandoned. By that time airmail network covered far and wide,
all over China it was not difficult to choose a network of connecting air services for mail delivery to
the intended destination, as illustrated by this 1933 airmail cover from Weihaiwai to Ireland
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With the closure of Manchouli and Harbin post offices in 1932 and the ever increasing competition
from airmail service, it would seem “curtains down” for Trans-Siberian Railroad service but this was
not the case, as the Trans-Siberian Railroad reopened after World War 11, it was still an economical
means of overland mail delivery and its importance lasted even up to present days.
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