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SUB-OFFICE, POSTAL AGENCY
AND LETTER COUNTER HANDSTAMPS

According to a Notification from the Postmaster General dated June 26, 1899, no
datestamps had been distributed to inland sub-offices and postal agencies but they were
to make wooden handstamps of prescribed rectangular types. A further Notification
dated October 15 of the same year instructed postal agencies to adopt wooden
handstamps of a similar type but with numerals in the center. In the North Eastern
Provinces, the rectangular, tombstone and circular types had been adopted with
Chinese language inscriptions such as Post Office, Postal Sub-office or Postal Admin-
istration Letter Counter.

Mr. Sun Jun Yi’s ( #7\FE %% ) authoritative book “Da Qing Postmarks Chronicle”
listed 32 different types (18 copies + 14 sketches) with detailed record of their usage
from various post offices in the North Eastern Provinces. By comparing the items in
this exhibit with those recorded by Sun, 26 new names/types as marked * in the

comparison table, can now be added to the existing list.
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