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SINGLE AND DOUBLE CIRCLE LUNAR YEAR DATESTAMPS

Postal Notification No0.93 issued by the Postmaster General on November 26,1903 decreed the
use of three segmented datestamps with name of province at top, name of post office at bottom, year
month date at middle in three vertical rows. Two Chinese characters were used to denote the year, the
top character being taken from the 10 celestial stems whilst the bottom character from the 12 horary
characters. These 22 characters evolve into 60 combinations and are used to denote individual years
on arevolving basis. Even though the notification indicated 1904 as the inaugural year, datestamps had
to be ordered from Japan and the earliest lunar year datestamps known to be used from post offices of
other provinces were the third month of Jia Chen (¥ & )(1904).

Some of the smaller post offices in Shangtung did not bother to order datestamps from Japan,
they made rubber datestamps and began to use them at the beginning of the second month of Jia Chen.
As far as records go, the earliest date of usage was the 8th day of the 2nd month of the year Jia Chen
for both the single and double circle types, the former from Changshan and the latter from Choutsun,
both from Shangtung province. It took a few more days for this new type of datestamps to appear on
postal stationery cards or registered covers.

Lunar year datestamps continued to be used even after the Da Qing Empire had been overthrown
by the Republic in 1911. Instead of adopting “Yuan Nian” (/L*F) as the year notation for 1912 as
decreed by the Republic, some post offices still used lunar year Ren Zi (£-T), but the use of Gui Chou

(1) for 1913 had not yet been recorded on cover originated from Shantung Province.
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CENTRAL BOX TYPE LUNAR YEAR DATESTAMPS

Two years after the adoption of the single and double circle type lunar year datestamps, the
Postal Administration Head Office handed down, in 1906, a larger type of lunar year datestamp for
use by various post offices, with a central box containing the lunar year, month and date. Initially, all
Chinese types were used, with name of province at top and post office name at bottom. At that point in
time, the “‘great expansion” had taken place and the amount of foreign or overseas mail increased to
such an extent that the Chinese language type datestamp may cause some inconvenience especially
when undelivered mail items had to be returned. Post offices looked to Peking or other post offices in
Chili province for guidance and the bilingual type datestamp emerged from Tangku in Chili province in
the 9th month of Bing Wu (#-F)(1906) with Chinese name at top and English name at bottom. Peking
post office soon corrected this by placing the English name at top and Chinese name at bottom.

For post offices in Shangtung province, the Chinese language type prevailed; only Chefoo, Chinan
(or Tsinan) and Kiaochow adopted the Chinese/English type datestamps as from the year Ding Wei
(T %) (1907) and it took almost another year before the commoner English /Chinese types become
widely used. As in the case of single and double circle type datestamps, this central box type lunar year
datestamp lasted until the year Ren Zi (£-)(1912) when the year row was decreed to be changed to
Yuan Nian (7L ) (first year ) of the Republic.
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