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DA QING IMPERIAL POST PERIOD (1897—1911)
CANCELLATIONS OF ORIGIN
LUNAR YEAR CANCELLATIONS OF FUKIEN PROVINCE
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LUNAR YEAR DATESTAMPS USED IN FUKIEN PROVINCE

All of the five types of circular lunar year datestamps had been used by various
post offices in Fukien Province and the rarest central box Chinese/English type were
only recorded from post offices in Amoy, Foochow, Foochow City, Kulangsu and
Santuao.

Intercalary month occurred three times during the life span of the lunar year
datestamps, in 1904, 1909 and 1911, and a third 1ssue postal stationery card in these
two frames of exhibits illustrated three different types of intercalary month datestamps
on the same card.

Zhong Hua Min Guo was founded on the 1* of January 1912 when the lunar year
notation in the regular datestamps were ordered to be changed to Yuan Nian (first
year) but 3 post offices in Kulangsu, Mamo1 and Kwangtseh still used the lunar year
notation of Ren Zi ( &-F ) in the early months of 1912.

Many post offices in Fukien applied their lunar year datestamps even on transit
items and this resulted in 7 items with 3 or 4 dispatch, transit and arrival datestamps,

indicating clear mail routes within the province.
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